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Climbing King Nabonidus in the Mountains of Edom: 

An Interview with Rocío Da Riva 

She loves studying cuneiform inscriptions from Mesopotamia, 

especially administrative, historical, and temple ritual texts from the 

Neo-Babylonian period now stored in European museums and libraries. 

But she also loves to climb high mountains in the rugged terrain of 

southern Jordan to document little known royal inscriptions. This is 

Rocío Da Riva, a distinguished Assyriologist now teaching at the 

University of Barcelona, who studied in Madrid, Ghent, Erlangen and 

finally Würzburg, where she obtained her PhD. Prof Da Riva visited the 

CEHAO in October 2019, where she gave a conference on Babylonian 

king Nebuchadnezzar and a joint seminar on the fortresses of Edom, 

with Prof Juan Manuel Tebes. This is an interview with Prof Da Riva, 

where she tells us more about her scholarly life and her incredible 

experience in the mountains of Edom. 
 

  

 
 

ow did you get interested in the history of the 

ancient Near East? 

 

At home, my parents had a very good library, full of 

interesting books. One of them was Wilhelm Ziehr's 

La Magia de Pasados Imperios (in Spanish), it had 

chapters on Egyptians, Mayas, Incas... with very nice 

colour photos. I loved it when I was a child. 

Unfortunately, I do not possess the book anymore, 

it got lost when I moved out, I guess... I cannot 

remember any particular chapter on Mesopotamian 

history or archaeology, but I think my interest in 

ancient cultures was born at that time. And there 

was Ceram's Gods, Graves and Scholars (in English 

and in Spanish) ... and the Encyclopedia Americana, 

in a nice edition from the 1960's that my father had 

brought back from the US. In its dark blue volumes, 

you could look up at virtually everything! Those 

were the olden internet-free days when people used 

to check information in books. The Encyclopedia 

Americana had articles penned by the best 

specialists in the world: the entry "Babylonia" was 

written by W. F. Albright and "Sumerian Language" 

by S. N. Kramer! Can you imagine? So, I guess all 

began there. I have been very fortunate with my 

understanding, caring and supportive parents, I 

could not have had a better family. I studied ancient 

history in Madrid for some years, and I was also a 

student of Gonzalo Rubio, he was my first teacher of 

Akkadian and Sumerian! Then I went to Ghent first 

and afterwards to Erlangen and Würzburg. 

Germany is a great place to study Assyriology and 

Ancient Near Easter studies.   

 

H 

Fig. 1. Rocío Da Riva.  

Photo: Agustí Ensesa 
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You did your doctoral studies in Würzburg, 

Germany, under the direction of Gernot Wilhelm. 

How do you remember your studies there? 

 

I have very fond memories of my time in Würzburg 

and of G. Wilhelm. I am still in contact with him of 

course, and with my Kommilitonen (fellow 

students). G. Wilhelm was extremely generous and 

helpful with his students: we admired and respected 

him enormously. It was a small department, but 

very lively. The courses were varied, and we had the 

best teachers one could have. The library was (and 

still is) very well provided, and the working 

atmosphere was great. We even went out together 

to watch soccer matches at the many bars in 

Würzburg! My links with Würzburg are still very 

active: at present I am Alumni Ambassador for Spain 

of the Alumni-Network of the University: I am so 

proud of it! 

 

Fig. 2. Remains of a house of Sela.  

Photo: Sela Archaeological Project 
 

How did you end up teaching in Barcelona? 

 

Through the late Miquel Civil, who suggested that I 

apply for a post-doc to go to the University of 

Barcelona (UB), so I got a Ramón y Cajal fellowship 

at the UB. Miquel was very nice to me: he introduced 

me to all his friends and colleagues and was my 

respected guide in the old city. I learnt a lot about 

Catalonia with him. Gregorio del Olmo and Joaquín 

Sanmartín warmly welcomed me at the Institute of 

Near Eastern Studies (IPOA). Afterwards I was 

associate professor and since 2019 I am a full 

professor at the Department of History and 

Archaeology. 

 

Fig. 3. Sela, documenting a cistern.  

Photo: Sela Archaeological Project 
 
You have worked a lot on the Neo-Babylonian 
royal inscriptions. Why is this an important period 
in the history of the Near East and what can we 
learn from it? 
 

The Neo- and Late-Babylonian periods are probably 

the best documented in Ancient Near Eastern 

history, so the sources, textual but also 

archaeological, are plentiful. I mean, there is still a 

lot to do... These late periods belong to one of the 

greatest eras of ancient Babylonia, probably the 

most representative, if we consider the impact it 

had on later cultures and traditions, both eastern 

and western. What can we learn? We can learn that 

powerful empires come to an end, great civilizations 

disappear, important languages are forgotten... and 

that we are all just passing through! Fortunately, 

Mesopotamians wrote on clay... at least some of 

their texts. In addition, I had the fortune to have 

Michael Jursa as co-supervisor of my thesis, and I 

learnt a lot from him: he is definitely one of the 
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leading specialists in Neo-Babylonian. 

You started your own archaeological project at al-

Sila in Jordan, the ancient Sela in Edom. Please 

tell us more about this experience, which from the 

photos seems amazing! 

 

Sela is an incredible place, a very important Iron Age 

and Nabatean site in Jordan, and because of the 

Nabonidus cuneiform inscription carved on the 

rock, it is also an extraordinary witness of 

Babylonian military expansion to the West. The 

study of the inscription was a very challenging task: 

it is very difficult to reach, carved as it is on a vertical 

wall 120 m above the wadi. As the work involved 

climbing, a team of four mountain climbers was 

recruited to assist in the project (see front cover). 

But Sela is much more than the cuneiform 

inscription. At first, the site looks like a skeleton, a 

dead body in which only the bones, the non-

perishable parts, have remained: the rock-cut 

structures, the water cisterns and ancient canals, 

the stone ashlars, the carved cuneiform signs on the 

cliff of the promontory. All the other parts of the 

body, the sinews, the muscles, the flesh are gone. 

But if you try to imagine Sela's dwellings with their 

perishable materials too: wood, animal skin, 

textiles... and fill the desolate place with water and 

gardens, with goats and sheep, with people moving 

around, talking, singing, quarrelling, working, with 

children running and parents scolding them, with 

noise and smells... that is what Sela becomes after 

some days working there. It is a magic place! Sela is 

unique, but at the same time it belongs to a group of 

settlements called hilltop settlements or mountain 

strongholds, characteristic of Iron Age Edom. Most 

of these places conform to the Biblical descriptions 

of the rocks of Edom. Jeremiah (49,16) speaks of 

those who live “in the clefts of the rocks” and occupy 

“the heights of the hill”. And Obadiah (1, 3) says “you 

who live in the clefts of the rocks and make your 

home on the heights (...).” Katharina Schmidt, 

Benedikt Hensel, Piotr Bienkowski and I would like 

to begin a project to study these sites. We are all 

very excited about it! 

 

Fig. 4. Sela southern side of the site.  

Photo: Sela Archaeological Project. 
 

You visited the CEHAO in Buenos Aires in 2019 to 

give seminars and lectures. How was your 

experience and what do you think about the local 

scholarship? 

 

My experience was very positive, I knew some of the 

colleagues there, of course, and was very happy to 

meet the others. CEHAO is an incredible place, its 

members are dynamic and magnificent scholars 

(you can find them everywhere in the world) and its 

publications are really very good. It was a great 

experience. I also enjoyed giving the seminars, 

talking to the students, and getting to know them, 

their experiences... Buenos Aires may be very far 

physically, but for Ancient Near Eastern cultures, it 

is very close to us. Additionally, for someone from 

Madrid, Buenos Aires feels very much like home.  

  



6 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

Observations of the Moon, Sirius and Solar 

Eclipses, Dating the Middle Kingdom and New 

Kingdom in Egypt (Part 2) 

David F Lappin, Independent Researcher, Glasgow  

            lappindf@gmail.com 

  

Part 2: Dating the New Kingdom: Sothic dates, 

lunar dates and solar eclipse 

ontroversy has raged ever since the so-called 

Sothic date on the Ebers medical papyrus was 

discovered. The difficulties have been many. 1) Is the 

reading authentic? 2) The era and thus the identity of 

the pharaoh? 3) The day date; was it day 3, 6, 9, 30 or 

the day of the new moon? 4) Is it a copy of the civil 

calendar in use and why does it not mention the 

epagomenal days or is it a lunar calendar? 5) Is it really 

a Sothic date? 6) What was the first month of the year 

when the script was written? 7) Is it proof of a 

calendar reform? 8) Where was the observation of 

the heliacal rising of Sirius made? Could reference be 

to the disappearance or last sighting of Sirius in the 

evening? For the following discussion and simplicity 

reference will be to the Heliacal rising of the star, but 

in reality, this can be replaced with other possibilities 

and in particular the star’s disappearance in May two 

months earlier in the year which would if the 

Egyptian calendar remain unaltered place the Sothic 

dates more than two centuries later than currently 

accepted. This assessment is geared to look at 

possible astronomical solutions to locate later dates 

for the New Kingdom and subsequent Third 

Intermediate Period.  Earlier placements have not 

been scrutinized and remain possible. 

 

 

 

 

18th Dynasty Sothic and lunar dates  

1) Some doubt must be reserved for the authenticity 

of the reading of the Ebers papyrus, but the reading 

is now generally accepted that the text should be 

translated as follows:  

“Year-9 under King Deserkare [throne name of 

Amenhotep I]: Feast of the New [astronomical] Year-

= ninth day of the eleventh month [of the civil year] = 

heliacal rising of Sirius.”1   

 2) Difficulties in the reading of the throne name have 

resulted in assigning of the Papyrus to the 6th 

Dynasty, but this is not supported by other evidence, 

such as the 17th Dynasty Sothic date (see above) and 

the Elephantine Sothic date attributed to Thutmoses 

III or his successors, because both these references to 

an event involving Sirius bracket the Ebers papyrus 

Sothic date.  

3) The day date is most likely to be day 9, but 

Borchardt’s claim that it is the day of the new moon 

is worth investigating2. The 'psd', could it be an 

abbreviation of 'psdntyw'. It would be easier to 

understand the nature of the document if it were a 

lunar calendar; every month entry could then be 

interpreted as indicating a new moon festival.  

4) The gap between each new moon would vary, 

being either 29 or 30 days, and it could explain why 

the epagomenal days are missing from the calendar. 

It would just mean in such a context that in Year-9 of 

Amenhotep I the new moon and the rising of, setting 

C 
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of (or another event (e.g, festival) involving Sirius 

coincided in III smw  

5) If the heliacal rising of Sirius had been on day 9 

then it would be a useful Sothic date. If it were on the 

day of the new moon it would be more difficult to use 

chronologically. However, it can be narrowed down, 

for every new moon has to fall in an Egyptian civil 

month, but not on an epagomenal day and in the first 

half of III smw because the heliacal rising of Sirius at 

Elephantine has to be at least 48 years later and 

occurred on the 28th day of III smw Years 1-10 are 

excluded because the lunar disappearance cannot 

occur every month otherwise. In many cases day 11 

can also be excluded for the same reason. So, that 

means the New moon could have been only 

occasionally on day 11 and on days 12 through 18 

depending on the location of the observation of 

Sirius. That also means that the Elephantine Sothic 

date (the 10-Jul or 11-Jul) is restricted to between 48 

and 88 years after Amenemhat I Sothic date. The 

helical rising is most likely to have been on the 12-Jul 

at Thebes, a helical rising at Memphis probably can 

be excluded. We can search for matching dates for 

Thutmoses III using three criteria: 1) heliacal rising of 

Sirius on day 9 month 11, 2) Krauss has suggested 

that the Ebers calendar can be described as a 

schematic ‘moon-Sothis year’ of 12 months, whose 

New Year's Day fell in the 9th year of Amenhotep I on 

III smw 9 and was especially characterized by the 

coincidence of the first day of the first moon month 

(wpt-rnpt) and rising of Sirius  and 3) the Ebers 

calendar is a true lunar calendar and the helical rising 

of Sirius might have coincided with a new moon on 

the following days (and locations) of month eleven: 

day 11, through 16 at Elephantine day 11 through 18 

at Thebes and would be between day 11 through 25 

at Memphis if it were a viable candidate. The first 

disappearance of the moon could occur on the same 

morning as the seeing of Sirius or approximately 24 

hours before the seeing of the star. Thus, new moons 

on the 10-Jul are compatible with seeing of Sirius at 

Elephantine on 10-Jul or on 11-Jul, etc. 

6) There is some controversy whether Thoth was the 

first civil month of the year during the reign of 

Amenhotep I. Traditional Sothic dating requires it. 

Menkhet (Phaophi) is the first month on the Ebers 

papyrus according to some readings4, if this were the 

first civil month then it is one month later than one 

might expect and it would place the Sothic date of 

Amenhotep I, 120 years later than usually cited. By 

the 20th Dynasty period Mesore might have been the 

first month as Hathor appears to be the fourth 

month5, but by the late 8th century BC Tekhy (Thoth) 

was the first month in the civil calendar6. The temple 

of Khnum at Elephantine Sothic date is reported as: 

"Epiphi, day 28, the day of the festival of the rising of 

Sothis." Such a shift would allow earlier solutions to 

be accommodated. One such is a recent solution 

published by M. Christine Tetley dating Ramesses II 

to the early 14th Century BC. While this is an 

invaluable resource for Egyptian Astronomical texts 

(including details of most included in this article) 

there are some errors in the calculation of some lunar 

dates attributed to Ramesses II (in particular the 

Ptah-south of the wall dates—see below for details). 

If the Helical rising during the reign of Amenemhat I 

was in Mesore, unless there was a 30 day calendar 

reform prior to the Elephantine Epiphi day 28 rising 

of Sirius the Ebers calendar date would apparently 

post-date the Elephantine Stele date that is unless as 

suggested by Krauss8 that the month name on the 

Ebers calendar is attached to the lunar month. 

7) The Ebers papyrus calendar has been reported to 

be evidence of a calendar reform9 the recent finding 

of a 17th Dynasty Sothic date makes this less certain10. 

The following results are dependent on first line of 

the Ebers papyrus calendar reading:  

“Year-9 under King Amenhotep I: Feast of the New 

astronomical Year-= ninth day of the eleventh month 

of the civil year = heliacal rising of Sirius.”  
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8) Memphis11, Thebes12, and Elephantine13 have all 

been suggested to be place where the heliacal rising 

of Sirius was observed during the 12th Dynasty. 

Thebes and Elephantine appear to be the most likely 

candidates during the 18th Dynasty.  

9) Variation in the length of Thutmoses II reign; 

alternate reign lengths have been proposed for 

Thutmoses II. Two sets of alternatives have been 

proposed: 1) a 3-year reign and 2) a 14-year reign, 

largely because the candidates are consistent with 

lunar disappearance dates for Thutmoses III in Year-

23 and Year-24 and the helical rising of Sirius on Year-

9 III smw 9 of Amenhotep I. There is no certainty that 

either is correct. If Borchardt was correct all along 

that the Beer’s calendar was a lunar calendar and 

each entry referred to the day of the new moon and 

not day 9 then reign lengths of 1, 4, 6, 7, 9 or 12 years 

are also possible for Thutmoses II. These lunar date 

candidates will have to be investigated separately.  

Candidate lunar dates for Thutmoses III between 

1500 and 1100 BC are based on: A) the helical rising of 

Sirius at i) Elephantine or ii) Thebes, on day 9 of 

Month 11 in Year-9 (Year-9.III smw 9) of Amenhotep 

I, with the first Thutmoses III lunar date following I) 

49 years or II) a 60 years later (there are a few 

occasions when the heliacal rising of the star) 

happens on the same day as lunar disappearance or 

on the day of the last visible crescent moon); B) the 

heliacal rising occurs on the same date as the heliacal 

rising of Sirius at i) Elephantine or ii) Thebes and is 

followed by the first Thutmoses lunar date after III) 

47, IV) 50, V) 52, VI) 55 and VII) 58 years, respectively. 

This analysis allows for calendrical modification, that 

is, we cannot precisely fix the calendar by Sothic 

dating techniques and relies purely on the date of the 

heliacal rising of Sirius. An important consideration 

here that might exclude Memphis is that if the Beer’s 

papyrus date is a Memphite observation of the 

heliacal rising of Sirius the Elephantine Stele Sothic 

date could not be from the reign of Thutmoses III if it 

occurred on day 9 of III smw as there would have to 

be a period of about 104 ± 3 years between both 

observations rather than the 84 ± 3 years required for 

the Theban observations or the 76 ± 3 years for 

Elephantine observations. With the short reign 

possibilities for Thutmoses II a Theban Sothic date 

would fall in the final years of Thutmoses III.  

Lunar disappearance coincides with the heliacal 

rising of Sirius on about 110 occasions between the 

1500 BC and 1100 BC, but they only match lunar dates 

for Thutmoses III on 46 occasions when the new 

moon and the rising of Sirius are on day 9 of III smw in 

Year-9 of Amenhotep I. On 21 occasions, the 

combined observation is possible at Memphis, 13 

occasions at Thebes and 12 from Elephantine. If 

Thutmoses II had a 14-year reign, it was found that 

the data does not support Krauss suggested date for 

the coincidence of the new moon and the rising of 

Sirius at Elephantine in 1506 BC since only one 

Thutmoses III lunar dates matches. The Year-23 I 

smw 21 date falls on the correct date, but Year-24 II 

prt 30 is two days too early; lunar disappearance is not 

until III prt 2, had it been on III prt 1 it would have been 

acceptable. However, Krauss’ candidate does match 

when Thutmoses II is allocated a 3-year reign. This 

study largely supports Krauss’ analysis of the New 

kingdom lunar dates14 while the first of Thutmoses 

dates the Megiddo date I smw 20 not I smw 21 to 8-

May 1457 BC). Furthermore, the second lunar date is 

II prt 30 (17-Feb 1455 BC) and not III prt 1 at Karnak.  

If the Beer’s calendar were a true lunar calendar of 

alternating 30-day and 29-day lunar months the lunar 

disappearance and rising of Sirius would have to 

coincide with dates between day 11 and day 18 of III 

smw As stated earlier heliacal rising on days 11-

through 16 are compatible with Elephantine 

observations. Later month dates require shorter 

reign length for Thutmoses II for example day 11 

means that the Elephantine Sothic date was 64-71 

years later than the Ebers calendar Sothic date; day 

16 implies an Elephantine date about 44-51 years 

later. 
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Matching lunar dates with the evening disappearance 

of Sirius 

The solution could be so much easier if for example 

the 18th Dynasty Sothic dates did not identify the 

heliacal rising of Sirius in July, but the setting of the 

star in May. This solution may have been suggested 

by Cecil Torr, but had fallen out of favour.  Indeed, 

papyri, ceiling calendars and water clocks from the 

New Kingdom and late period15 appear to contradict 

such a proposal, but this remains a contentious issue. 

They are thought tentatively to be lunar calendars 

linked to the seasons and only loosely connected to 

the civil calendar. While a lunar calendar with an 

appropriate number of intercalary months resets to 

the seasons, the Egyptian civil year moved inexorably 

out of touch. The required calendar shift would be 

two lunar months.  The Ebers papyrus date would 

place the date in the early 13th century BC. A Sirius 

setting date if observed during the reign of 

Thutmoses III would have been recorded about 50-60 

years later. Potential solutions do not require a 

dramatic change in the Sothic calendar. This is a 

major focus in a series of investigations. Because of 

the ease of determining a series of candidates is 

reduced and will be presented before the generally 

accepted interpretation. 

 In contrast with the heliacal rising dates more 

northerly observations of the star’s setting date 

earlier in the month that is the length of the 

disappearance is longer ranging from 55 days in the 

south to 70 days in the north. The number of setting 

dates occurring on the lunar disappearance date or 

prior to the first crescent visibility date between 1300 

BC and 1270 BC numbers three and are Lunar 

disappearance on 17th May 1287 BC, 13th -14th May 

1281 BC and 12th May 1270 BC with observations at 

Elephantine, Thebes and Memphis respectively. 

 
18th Dynasty Chronology 

The aim was to determine the minimum and 

maximum period that elapsed between Year-23 of 

Thutmoses III and Year-52 of Ramesses II for which 

there is a lunar date. Unfortunately, the Medinet 

Habu Sothic date is too vague regarding the day of 

the month and the king in power when the 

observation was recorded. Two approaches have 

been taken the first to accept that the heliacal rising 

of Sirius was intended and the second that it was the 

setting of the star that was recorded, by far an easier 

prospect since the Eber’s calendar would not date 

earlier than the very early 13th century BC if 

observations had been made at Elephantine, see 

above. 

As with Thutmoses III lunar dates the analysis is split 

into three, based on the interpretation of ‘psd’ on the 

Beer’s papyrus calendar and the Sirius observation 

site. 

In Table 2-1 is shown the reign length in years. 

Periods of co-regency or possible periods of co-

regency are also indicated. A tally of the shortest 

possible reign lengths is given, as is a tally of the 

dates following Year-9 of Amenhotep I.  

The reign lengths of the early 18th Dynasty rulers are 

documented on 19th Dynasty period texts e.g., the 

Turin canon, etc., they are fairly well understood, but 

serve only as a guide and these are shown in Table 2-

1 & Table 2-2; as certain of the later monarchs, i.e., 

those associated with the Amarna period: 

Akhenaten, Neferuneferuaten (Nefertiti?), 

Smenkhkare Tutankhamen and Ay were not included 

on the official canon by their 19th Dynasty successors. 

There is still some controversy surrounding the reign 

of Thutmoses II he is generally given 14 years16 but 

the highest year on any texts is Year-1. He may have 

reigned little more and 3 years is often given him17.  

There is a possibility that Amenhotep III might have 

had Akhenaten, his son, as a co-regent for as many as 

12 years, but the evidence for this is unclear. In which 

case there could be 12 additional years to be 

accounted for. A shorter co-regency period has also 

been suggested lasting one or two years. The length 

of time Neferuneferuaten and/Smenkhkare reigned 
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is also in doubt but is thought generally that they 

reigned no more than a year after the death of 

Akhenaten. Tutankhamen certainly ascended the 

throne as a child and until recently was thought to be 

still in his teens when he died. More recent analysis of 

his dentition, etc., suggests that he lived until his 

early twenties. 

 

 

 

 

18 Dynasty Ruler  Years  Cum. 

Total 

 Additional?  

 & Co-regency 

From yr-9 

Amenhotep I 

Ahmose I 25 25   -34  

Amenhotep I 21 46 -2 10   12 

Thutmoses I 12 58 +1 22  24 

Thutmoses II 14 72 -13 to -2€ 23  38 

Hatshepsut$ 22 94  45  60 

Thutmoses III 32 126                         22 77  92 

Amenhotep II  33 159                          2 110 125 

Thutmoses IV 10 169  120 135 

Amenhotep III# 38 207  158 173 

Akhenaten 5 212                         12 163 188 

Neferuneferuaten (Nefertiti ?)   <1  213  -1                      5 163 189 

Smenkhkare     >1 214                           2 164 190 

Tutankhamen  9 223  173 199 

Ay 4 227  177 203 

Horemheb*    14 236 +15?               30  191 232 

Ramesses I 2 238                          1 193 234 

Seti I 11 249  +4                   0 204 249 

Ramesses II to Year-52 51 300   255 300 

    Total 74   

Amenhotep to Ramesses Ebers pap. Sothic to Year-52 lunar date   255 -   300 

Thutmoses to Ramesses  Year-23-Year-52 Lunar date   200 - 261  

Table 2-1: 18th and early 19th Dynasty 
@ Plus or minus 1 year  

€ Thutmoses II may have ruled 1, 3,4, 6, 9,10, 12 years or (as often given) 14 years. 

$ Hapshepsut was regent for Thutmoses III for about seven years before she assumed full royal 

powers.  

# Amenhotep III might have had Akhenaten as co-regent for 1,2 ,6, 8 or 12 years and the latter 

Smenkhkare or Neferuneferuaten (Nefertiti?) for 2-5 years. 

* Horemheb might have reigned as long as 29 years after Ay & may have laid claim to rule the 

period from Akhenaten’ coregency period to Ramesses I that is 59 or 60 years. 
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There is uncertainty about the length of reign of 

Horemheb. The ‘Mes inscription’ attributes a reign of  

at least 59 years to Horemheb. It is not supported by 

other documents, which seem to support a shorter 

reign less than 30 years and about 14 is generally 

accepted. However, in his reign he took it upon 

himself to destroy all previous references to the 

Amarna period, and the immediate successors of 

Akhenaten, with the consequence that their reigns 

were allocated to Horemheb. This could explain the 

high total18. Ramesses I, his successor reigned for 

almost 2 years but the last year was in co-regency 

with Seti I. There is also a degree of uncertainty about 

the reign of Seti I, 11 years at least. It could have been 

longer. I have included an additional 4 years where it 

seems necessary. Ramesses II then reigned for 66 

years. The period in the table (Table 2-1) shown for 

Ramesses II is until Year-52. 

 
Ramesses II lunar date Year-52 II prt 27  

However, in accord with references to the Medinet 

Habu (19th or 20th Dynasty) Sothic date II 3ht, it 

appears that the calendar was not modified between 

the 17th and 19th Dynasty. The Year-52 II prt 27 lunar 

date appeared on a ship log at Piramesse and 

circumstances might dictate that the observation was 

premature. Certainly, this appears to be what the 

traditional 1228 BC dating suggests since lunar 

disappearance in 1228 BC was on II prt 28. However, 

this has no real basis in fact.  

The Ramesses II Piramesse lunar date in Year-52 

should fall not much later than about 300 years after 

AmenhotepI; allowing 12 additional years to 

Akhenaten, an additional 20-50 years to Horemheb 

with the possibility that Seti I ruled independently for 

15 years and must by reckoning fallen in middle to late 

December. This concept is supported by the Nilotic 

graffiti, which probably precludes a shift in the 

calendar of more than 30 days. One assumes graffito 

G.1158 dates from year 2 II 3ht 5 Ramesses II and dates 

to early August (Julian). Two graffiti G.882 & G.856 

from year-1 III 3ht 3 (possibly year-2 II 3ht 3) and year-

7 III 3ht 5 Merenptah would be mid to late August (II 

3ht 3 = mid to late July) and the ostracon (O.) 25801 

and graffito G.881d both record III 3ht 4 in year-4 and 

year-18, respectively, presumably of Ramesses III 

equivalent to dates early to mid-August. As these are 

seasonal dates relating to the flooding of the Nile they 

tend to argue against a major reduction of the dates 

of the 19th and 20th Dynasty without disrupting Sothic 

dating.  

There are potentially 3 additional lunar dates for 

Ramesses II. The first is a graffito from Deir el Bahri (II 

smw 22) day of the lunar month uncertain, but Krauss 

thinks it might be lunar day 1 or 2 but finds it is lunar 

day 3. The second (IIII smw 24) and third (II prt 25) are 

from Saqarra appear to be dates of the feast of Ptah-

south of the wall and are lunar day 4 dates according 

to Krauss19 or day-14/15 (full moon) according to 

Borchardt20.  However, Borchardt was not aware of 

the III smw 27 Accession date for Ramesses II which 

makes the suggestion untenable unless there is an 

error in the year of the Piramesse (year-52) lunar date. 

It is possible that the Beer’s calendar contained a 

description of an Elephantine observation date 

(heliacal rising date 10-Jul or 11-Jul) and whereas a 

Memphis observation (17-Jul or 18-Jul) seems 

unlikely, an observation made at Thebes (12-Jul or 13-

Jul) is the most likely. This would equate to dates in 

May for Sirius setting dates and reverse the order. The 

possible matches for Ramesses II Year-52 II prt 27 are 

between 13-Dec to the 3-Jan. The data suggest a 

period of about 200 years between Year-23 of 

Thutmoses III and Year-52 of Ramesses II.  

Allowing for flexibility, of one additional day, for the 

recording of the heliacal rising of Sirius at either 

Elephantine or Thebes and even Memphis we can 

estimate the number of potential candidates for the 

Thutmoses III lunar Year-23 lunar date. By increasing 

the analysis to heliacal rising date + 1 day means that 

one might also consider Krauss’ suggested 

interpretation of Thutmoses III lunar dates21. As well 
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as the 24.II prt 30 date one might consider III prt 1 as 

lunar day 122 in combination with 23 I smw 21 the 

Megiddo lunar date. In the analysis these then should 

match Ramesses II lunar disappearance date on 52 II 

prt 27. However, while 23. I smw 21 is a viable 

candidate 24.III prt 1 seems less likely as the festival 

associated with the foundation date appears to be 

celebrated on the same day and that is Lunar day 123. 

Since two potential dates are feasible depending on 

acceptance or rejection of Faulkner’s hypothesis there 

are on average 8 (4-12) potential candidates per 

century over 380 years, i.e., about 30 and 4, 6 or 8 

possible candidates between Amenhotep I and 

Thutmoses III for each of three observation positions 

and the reign length of Thutmoses II (totaling 18). The 

different candidate year length is actually calculated 

from the lunar cycle. Later III smw dates for 

coincidence of lunar disappearance and the heliacal 

rising of Sirius are only possible from Memphis. 

Observations from Elephantine, Thebes and 

Memphis are compatible with a reign length of 3, 6, 9 

or 14 years for Thutmoses II; a reign of 1 year and 12 

years are also feasible for data derived from Theban 

and Memphis observations and a reign length of 4 

years and 10 years for Thutmoses II might be possible 

for Memphis observations. Each parameter increases 

the number of candidates to give an estimate of 

around 550. Fortunately, the other lunar date 

candidates for Thutmoses III in Year-24 is more 

precise and allows us to whittle down the number to 

about 40% of this total. Once the Year-52 Ramesses II 

lunar date is factored into the analysis the number 

drops slightly and about 180 sets of dates emerge. 

The reason there is not a greater dropout is due to the 

uncertainty concerning the length of the period 

covering the late 18th Dynasty and the early 19th 

Dynasty (see Table 2-1) and the acceptance of near 

misses. The lunar data allow for periods of 200 years 

(short) 215-225 years (Medium) and 240 years or 

greater (long) between Year-23 of Thutmoses III and 

Year-52 of Ramesses II.  

As more evidence as to the absolute period between 

the end of the 18th Dynasty and the reign of Ramesses 

II becomes clear the number of candidates will be 

reduced considerably.  

Not all possibilities are shown and minor variations of 

each of the models might more closely match reality. 

Overall, with the chronological information that is 

available, the candidates that support a period of 

about 200 years between Thutmoses Year-23 and 

Ramesses Year-52 appear most likely unless that is if 

the Mes inscription can be taken as authentic, i.e., 

when it refers to Year-59 of Horemheb which would 

extend the period.  

Dealing with chronology based on the alternate 

hypothesis that Sothic references are to the setting of 

Sirius is a much easier concept as the event has to be 

later than 1292 BC and that leaves a fairly narrow 

window in which to place the 18th and 19th Dynasties. 

Also, because it is likely that the Egyptian calendar 

would still be in operation with or without calendar 

reform makes it easier to tease out a set of potential 

contenders for the likely accession dates for 

Amenhotep I, Thutmoses III and Ramesses III among 

others24. While it seems likely that the Sothic date will 

be associated with a lunar phenomenon it is unclear 

what that was. It is likely either to be the full moon or 

a date associated with the new moon either the lunar 

disappearance or the first crescent visibility.  

To fine-tune the possible candidates one can use the 

reference to a potential Solar eclipse on Tablet Bo-

4802 usually dated to Year-1025, with the distinct 

possibility that the eclipse occurred around Year-826 

of Murshili II king of the Hittites. Given that Murshili 

lived some 140-150 years later than Thutmoses III; 

Murshili was a contemporary of Horemheb and a near 

contemporary of Ramesses II and Seti I. There are 25 

solar eclipses over Anatolia, 16 are potentially visible 

between 1350 BC and 950 BC, which are shown in 

Table 2-3. The following low magnitude eclipses on 20 

May The start of Murshili’s reign more probably 

coincides with that of 1) Ay and Horemheb and less 
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likely also with 2) Tutankhamen. In the first case, If 

Horemheb’s reign was short then Murshili and Seti I 

were also contemporary in the second case Murshili 

would be contemporary with Tutankhamen, Ay and 

Horemheb. As the highest attested year for Murshili 

was Year-26. The eclipse was observed from Central 

Northern Anatolia when Murshili was on campaign 

against Azzi and Hayasa which he did in Year-7, Year-

8 and Year-10 according to the Annals. 1078 BC, 30 

Sep 1131 BC, 26 Aug 1315 BC, 17 Oct 1328 BC, 13 Mar 

1335 BC, and 15 Jul 1360 BC, according to my 

calculations occur when the altitude of the sun is too 

high for atmospheric refraction or thin cloud or hazy 

conditions to assist in the visualization of the eclipse. 

Of the 16 best eclipse candidates, only seven are very 

likely to have been seen and of these, three would be 

extremely unlikely to have been missed. The 

probability of observation is indicated in Table 2-3 by 

the showing the more easily observable candidates in 

the larger bolder text.  

One other consideration is the dating of the eclipse. It 

is associated with a military campaign to the north 

east of the Hittite heartland in the vicinity of Trabzon. 

This has two impacts on the dating of the event. The 

time of the year in which the eclipse should have 

occurred and the year in which it happened during the 

reign of Murshili II. 

Although it has been suggested by Huber27 and others 

that the eclipse occurred in Year-10, It has been 

assumed that Newgrosh’s reasoning placing the 

eclipse in Year-8 also make sense. Perhaps the eclipse 

was as early as late Year-7, which would be 

compatible with an eclipse in autumn. However, only 

a few of the dates (these are underlined in the tables) 

would actually be upset if a return to a Year-10 dating 

were found to be correct after all. At this point no 

conclusion about the time of the year in which the 

eclipse occurred can be drawn. Military activity in this 

area was generally restricted to the late spring 

through late summer, but not exclusively. The Year-7 

account refers to a campaign starting in late summer 

against Azzi when Murshili records that he reached 

the border at the city of Ura possibly sacking the city. 

The rest of the account is missing, but a major attack 

on Azzi does not appear to have proceeded, why is 

unknown. If the eclipse occurred late in the year and 

did coincide with a Year-7 date, was an eclipse seen as 

a bad omen? Would it provide an explanation for the 

halt in the campaign that year? Only later after 

divination, was the eclipse associated with the fate of 

the queen. A further campaign against Azzi probably 

occurred in Year-8, however the annals for that year 

are too damaged and fragmentary to draw any 

definite conclusion. Inferring that the campaign in 

Year-8 was restricted to the summer cannot be 

proven, but seems likely, but whenever it took place it 

also seems to have been aborted because Anniya king 

of Azzi promised concessions, i.e., to return Hittite 

subjects to Hattusas; a position he was opposed to in 

Year-7. Were these concessions made because 

Murshili again made a move towards Azzi? One can 

only speculate. The concessions made by Anniya were 

not kept and a further campaign was required. This 

did not occur until Year-10, since in Year-9 Mushili was 

otherwise preoccupied by a number of personal 

misfortunes including the death of his wife and his 

brother. According to the Year-10 account, Murshili’s 

campaign started in spring and lasted most of that 

year. The Azzians did not meet Murshili in on the 

battlefield, they retreated to their citadels and 

although the Hittites attacked only two, after they 

successfully captured Aripasa, which was on a rocky 

promontory on the Black Sea, the other city under 

siege, Duskamma, surrendered to Murshili. Murshili 

then appears to have returned to Hattusa for the 

Festival of the Year, which was held in the winter 

months at Hattusa.  

Ramesses II was contemporary with the sons and 

grandsons of Murshili II namely Muwattali II, Hattusili 

III & Murshili III and Tudhaliya IV. Therefore, the 

eclipse must have occurred: 1) between 17 to 47 years 

before the reign of Ramesses II or 2) between 25 and 
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55 years before Ramesses II as the reign of Murshili II 

is unlikely to commence 1) before Year-3 of Ay or 2) 

before Year-3 of Tutankhamen assuming letters to 

and from Suppiluluma (his father) 1) post-date 

Tutankhamen or 2) predate Tutankhamen, 

respectively as his brother Arnuwanda appears to 

have reigned almost 2 years. 

Once the constructs in Table 2-2 are transcribed into 

dates and compared with the Murshili eclipse 

candidates (Table 2-3) in more detail some things 

become much clearer. Some sets of matching 

Thutmoses III and Ramesses II lunar dates cannot be 

matched with a Solar eclipse; others will only match 

the less likely to be observed Solar eclipse candidates. 

In total about 95 Thutmoses III /Ramesses II lunar date 

sets are compatible with a solar eclipse candidate. Of 

these 40 would rely on a Memphis observation of the 

heliacal rising of Sirius during the reign of Amenhotep 

I and for that reason might be excluded as unlikely 

since the early 18th Dynasty capital was at Thebes. 

Others are excluded because poor seeing of much of 

the lunar cycle would be required. 

 

 

Table 2-3: Candidates for (Tablet Bo-4802) Murshili Year-10 solar eclipse 
$ Eclipses conform to the ST95 = Stephenson & Morrison (1995) Spline curve for an estimate of 

the Earth’s apparent acceleration  

* Not all of the eclipses are total or near total, but it is felt that large partial eclipses at sunrise and 

sunset are potentially observable.  

s Also a near sunset solar eclipse. 

** The more likely the eclipse is to have been observed or fit with the timing of the military 

campaigns of Murshili II the bolder the text. 

 

Comparison of lunar dates with the Hittite solar eclipse 

candidates Heliacal Rising of Sirius ‘Sothic’ dates 

The Illahun lunar dates (Table 1-2, and Table 1-3) 

appears to preclude matching Thutmoses lunar dates 

earlier than the 14th Century BC and Ramesses II dates 

earlier than the 12th Century BC. Otherwise, the 13th 

and 14th century dates for Ramesses II and Thutmoses 

III, respectively can be supported by the analysis of 

No. Date (BC) Eclipse details $ * Ramesses II 

Yr-52 range (BC) 

1 8-Jan 1340 Total ** 1273 to 1243 

2 24-Jun 
1312 

Total  
1245 to 1215 

3 13-Apr 
1308 

Magnitude 0.66 at sunrise  
1241 to 1211 

4 5-Mar 1223 Magnitude 0.94, Hattusa; 0.99, Trabzon  1156 to 1126 

5 16-May  
1208 

Magnitude 0.97 annular 
1141to 1111 

6 7-Jul 
1146 

Magnitude 0.50 at sunset 
1079 to1049 

7 23-Feb 
1138 

Magnitude 0.98 (annular) at Hattusa 
1071 to 1041 

8 29-May 1106 Magnitude 0.30 at sunset 1039 to 1009 

9 18-May 
1105 

Magnitude 0.27 at sunrise  
1038 to 1008 

10 18-Mar  
1075 

Magnitude 0.88 at Hattusa 
1008 to 978 

11 23-Oct 1068 Total 
1001 to 971 

12 30-May 1060 Magnitude 0.95 annular 993 to 963 

13 31-Aug 
1055 

Magnitude 0.20 at sunrise 
988 to 958 

14 21-Jun  
1024 

Magnitude 0.89 at sunrise 
957 to 927 

15 30-Apr 
984 

Magnitude 0.93,Hattusa; 0.97,Trabzons 
917 to 887 

16 2-Aug 979 Magnitude 0.35 at sunrise 912 to 882 
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the New Kingdom astronomical data. The main 

assumptions in forming Table 2-4 are that the Ebers 

medical papyrus contained a schematic calendar and 

that the heliacal rising of Sirius was not necessarily on 

day-9 in III smw and that the Egyptian calendar had 

been reset to follow the seasons causing a dislocation 

from the traditional view that it was not modified.  

To be compatible with the reduced dates suggested 

for the 12th Dynasty the earliest dates should be 

compatible with the Solar eclipse of 5-Mar 1223 BC. A 

further 15 potential candidates for Year 1 of Ramesses 

II from the early 13th to the late 12th centuries can be 

excluded. There remain only 18 dates between the 

late 12th and late 10th centuries; ten are governed by 

an observation of the heliacal rising of Sirius at 

Elephantine and eight from Thebes (Table 2-4). The 

finding of the Ebers papyrus at Thebes might favour 

this location as the place from which Sirius was 

observed, but the result is not conclusive and less 

favoured in more recent calculations.  

It is accepted that interpretation that Tablet Bo-4802 

described a Solar eclipse could be disputed and that 

this would render the selection of the data to match 

such a phenomenon moot. Therefore, promising 

solutions were not rejected on this selection only. 

The matches on Table 2-4 are lunar disappearance 

dates.  

 The results show that year-1 dates cluster in the 13th 

Century for Thutmoses III and in the 11th century BC 

for Ramesses II with a reduction of more than 200 

years from traditional dates. A reduction of this 

magnitude could be justified if the Sothic Dates 

referred to the disappearance of the star in May. Sirius 

disappears for about 70 days in the north of Egypt and 

at least for 55 days in the very south. In the Egyptian 

calendar this would equate to a period of between 220 

and 280 years.  

If we adopt the notion that the 17th -18th Dynasty 
Sothic dates were related to the disappearance of 
Sirius and assume the Egyptian calendar ran true 

this would place Amenhotep I Sothic date in the 
early 13th century BC, Thutmoses III in the second 
half of the same century and Ramesses II 
somewhere in the middle of the 11th century BC. As 
described above this analysis is a far easier prospect 
as it restricts the range of possible solutions before 
further refinement would be required.  On the 
downside the relationship with ceiling calendars and 
water clocks may present an obstacle, if they are 
civil calendars rather than lunar or seasonal 
calendars. 
 
Key to Table 2-4: 

OS = Observation site of the rising of Sirius: 
T=Thebes; E= Elephantine. 
 
HR & LD = Egyptian dates on which heliacal rising of 
Sirius and lunar disappearance coincide otherwise the 
heliacal rising date is III smw 9 
 
Am = Amenhotep I,  
 
Th = Thutmoses III 
 
Th E = Elephantine ‘Sothic date’ attributed to 
Thutmose III 
 
Rm = Ramesses II  
 
Ms SE year = Solar eclipse year attributed to Murshili 
II Year-7, 8 or 10 
 
† Dates are all BC. 
 
$ The earliest compatible Elephantine ‘Sothic’ date 
*Italicized dates require rejection of Faulkner’s 
hypothesis that the lunar disappearance in Year-23 
Thutmoses III was I smw 20 that means I smw 21 was 
selected. 
 
When the Thutmose III year-24 date falls on the less 
favoured alternative day, is indicated. 
Underlined dates will only match a Year-7 or 8 eclipse; 
the others will match an eclipse in Year-8 or -10 for 
eclipses in the first half of the Year-7 or -10 for eclipses 
late in the year. 
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First the solar eclipse candidates between 1138 BC 

and 1024 BC are potentially compatible with the 

reduced dates in this data set with eclipses in the 11 

century BC being more likely.  

With reference to previous arguments, it was 

assumed that the three 18th Dynasty Sothic dates 

describe Sirius’ western setting closely associated 

with a lunar phase such as lunar disappearance, etc. 

While the Star may have disappeared on other than 

III smw day-9 it was observed readily that there was 

set of obvious candidates on that date. No matter, it 

confines Amenhotep I to no earlier than 1292 BC. 

The lunar disappearance (LD1) would be noted in 

the morning just before dawn just prior to the 

Egyptian calendar date, which was called lunar day 

1, whereas Sirius could have vanished the evening 

before or on the evening of LD1, LD2, etc. At 

Elephantine, the star would have disappeared in the 

evening about the 14 May. Exceptional clear 

atmospheric conditions may have allowed sightings 

for a further day or two, but it is probably unlikely. 

Earlier Accession dates for Amenhotep I, etc., would 

require a calendar change as described for the 

constructs in Table 2.4. 

 

Setting of Sirius 13C Elephantine 14-15-May, Thebes 12-13-May & Memphis 8-9-May. 

   (Dates BC)   
Amenhotep I 1278-1258  1285-1265       1275-1255# 

9 III smw 9 11-May 1270 (LD-1)*   

 or 12-May 1274 (FM) 14 May 1277 (FM)    8-May 1267 (LD-1) 

Thutmoses III 1229-1175 1243 1189 1226-1172 

23 I smw 20/21 7/8-Mar 1207 (LD1)ⴕ 11-Mar 1221(LD-1)  4-Mar 1204 (LD1) 

24 II prt 30 17-Dec 1206 (LD1) 21- Dec 1220 (LD1)  14-Dec 1203 (LD2)  

Sothic date  III smw 28  14-May 1208 (LD-1) 14-May 1208 (LD-1) 14-May 1216 (LD1) 

 y 22 y 36 y 11 

Lost- 

Sothic date  33 IIII smw 2  15-May 1197 (LD2) 19-May 1211‡  13 May 1194 (LD2)  

Ramesses II 

1043-987 

1079-1013 

30-Oct 1028 (LD) 

1068-1002 1040-984# 

52 II prt 27  21-Oct 992 (LD-1) 27-Oct 1017 (LD-1) 18-Oct 989 (LD-1) 

    

Bo-4802  1068 Solar E  1106/5 Solar E  1068 Solar E 

Table 2-5 18th Dynasty Sothic dates based on the evening disappearance of Sirius, the Thutmoses III year-23 and 

Piramesse (Ramesses II year-52) lunar dates 
*LD =lunar disappearance, LD-1= last visible crescent, FCV = First crescent visibility, FM =full moon 
ⴕ Very near hit as the crescent within the upper error zone might suggest a potential sighting on 23 I smw 20 

but otherwise count (7 -Mar 1207 BC) as LD1 nevertheless the moon is definitely invisible on 23 I smw 21 

(8-Mar)  the acceptable alternate and both suggest that = Sirius setting date on 15-May 1197 BC could be 

the lost Sothic date 33 IIII smw 2.   
# This set requires a +2-day calendar shift.   
‡ Hypothetical Sothic date - not acceptable! 

 

Table 2.5 Shows of possible solutions with ‘Sothic 

dating’ based on the setting of Sirius in May rather 

than the heliacal rising of the star in July. Dates that 

coincide with lunar disappearance, first crescent 

visibility or the full moon are shown but it is 

acknowledged that the date of Sirius’ absence from 

the evening sky in May would have been observed 

between the 8th May at Memphis about 4 or 5 days 

later at Thebes and 6 or 7 days later at Elephantine 

give or take a day. The 1068 BC solution for 

Ramesses II is exact on only 1 of 3 lunar dates, but 

acceptably early on two of the disappearance dates, 

the 1043 BC solution is a day early on Ramesses II 

year-52 date but exact on the other two dates. The 

1040 BC solution which also early on the Piramesse 

lunar date also appears to miss out on Thutmoses III 
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year-24 II prt 30.   It is a near miss, but it would have 

required exceptional vision for the observation to be 

made of a thin crescent moon on II prt 29. This lunar 

month was 29 days long and extreme good vision or 

a sighting error extending it to 30 days is 

conceivable.   

Matching sets of Ebers papyrus 9 III smw 9, 

Elephantine III smw 28, the ‘lost Sothic date’ 33 IIII 

smw 2 the lunar dates of Thutmoses III year-23 & 

year-24 and Ramesses II year-52 lunar dates are 

shown in Table 2-5.  Higher dates for Thumoses III 

(year-1 1279) are theoretically possible to match 

with the 1068 BC Ramesses II solution but only if the 

Ebers papyrus is not a true Sothic date. They do fit 

with the 17th Dynasty Sothic date (II smw 20, c1374-

1367 BC) but would relegate the III smw 28 Sothic 

date to Amenhotep II and the 33 IIII smw 2 date, 

cannot follow but as it is no-longer verifiable, could 

be ignored. 

 

Other Lunar Dates 

In addition to the Illahun lunar texts and the lunar 

dates of Thutmoses III and Ramesses II many other 

lunar dates are published in the literature, which are 

attributable to the period between the 5th Dynasty 

and the 22nd Dynasty. Many of these have been 

reviewed and discussed at length by Krauss28. Other 

than those described above, there are several others 

that may be useful to define the chronology of the 

Middle and New Kingdoms. Third Intermediate 

Period (TIP) lunar dates are also available, but are 

outside the scope of this analysis. 

 

Table 2-6 Analysis of the Saqqara Ptah-south of his wall festival dates days in the lunar month 

matched with Year-1 dates for Ramesses II (BC) 
Dates in black are based on Sirius’ heliacal rising dates.  

Dates in blue are based on the star’s disappearance dates. 

*Lunar day error difference from the required lunar day 4 for the festival. 

ⴕ Two days out of step with the traditional Sothic calendar. This would occur if there were 2 leap years added before or 

during the Hellenistic period. 

 Year-34 Year-47  Year-34 Year-47  Year-34 Year-47 

 IIII smw 24 II prt 25  IIII smw 24 II prt 25  IIII smw 24 II prt 25 

Year-1 Lunar day Lunar day Year-1 Lunar day 

Lunar 

day Year-1 

Lunar 

day Lunar day 

   1279    4    0* 4    0     

   1209  5  +1 4    0    

1187  7  +3* 7  +3    1184   5  +1 4    0 

      1162   6   +2 7  +3  

   1116  5 +1 5  +1    

   1111  4   0 3  -1    

1079 5  +1 4….0       

1068  4    0 3   -1       

1048  6  +2 5  +1       

1043  4    0 4    0       

1040  4    0 4    0       

1040  4    0 4    0    1040ⴕ  4   0 4   0 
   

1035  6  +2 5  +1 1024  3  -1 4    0 1010 7   +3  6   +2 

1035  6  +2 5  +1 1024  3   -1 4    0 1010 7   +3  6   +2 

1035  6  +2 5  +1 1024 3   -1 4    0 1010 7   +3  6   +2 

1032  6  +2 4    0       

956  7 +3 6  +2 945 6   +2 5    +1    

954  5 +1 4    0 940 7   +3  5   +1    

948 6  +2 4     0 931 6   +2 6  +2    

942 5 +1 7 +3  931 6   +2 6  +2    

942 5 +1 7 +3    923 6   +2 5   +1 
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One example that may be of use is on Papyrus Saint 

Petersburg 1116A. It records that the grain 

harvested from Amenhotep II Year-18 was allocated 

to be brewed on II smw 6 in Year-19 or Year-20 for 

consumption on lunar day 1, a few days later. That 

means that the particular lunar day 1 in II smw was 

near day 10 of the civil month in Year-19 or Year-20 

and about 45 to 50 years after Thutmoses III Year-24 

lunar date. Two patterns emerge: 1) the beer was 

prepared in Year-19 and lunar disappearance was on 

II smw 11 (44%), II smw 12 (54%) or II smw 13 (2%) 

and there was a 2 Year-4 month co-regency 

between Thutmoses III and Amenhotep II; 2) the 

beer was prepared in Year-20, lunar disappearance 

was on II smw 8 (12%), II smw 9 (45%) or II smw 10 

(33%) and there was no co-regency between 

Thutmoses III and Amenhotep II.Possibly of more 

use chronologically in this analysis is the Small 

Amarna Temple dedication dated to Year-5. IIII prt 

13 of Akhenaten, which might have coincided with 

or preceded a foundation ceremony on lunar day 1. 

It could have been on the same day, that is on 5 IIII 

prt 13 or the next day on 5. IIII prt 1429. If this is indeed 

a lunar date, then Year-1 of Akhenaten is between 

126 to 137 years after Thutmoses III Year-1. With the 

period of 127 years, co-regencies between 

Thutmoses III and Amenhotep II &/or Amenhotep III 

and Akhenaten require to be considered. If there 

were no co-regencies during the period, then the 137 

year span might be more appropriate.  

When the data are analysed, 39% of the lunar 

disappearances occur on IIII prt 13, 59% on IIII prt 14 

and 2% on IIII prt 15 (a near miss). If we give credence 

to one rather than the other interpretation, then 

some the data sets can be excluded. 

 

Ramesside lunar dates 

Of importance in this investigation are a set of 

Nilotic graffiti that are compatible with the 

candidates for Ramesses II listed in Table 2-4. They 

have to be interpreted differently with those in 

Table 2-5. because there approximately a two-

month shift in the events that we think were 

recorded by the graffiti30. The only explanation is 

that they record something else.  The suggestion is 

the start of the flood rather than when it was 

beginning to retreat. 

Of more practical use are sets of Ramesside lunar 

dates, principally those from Saqqara and dated to 

the reign of Ramesses II and other late 19th Dynasty 

and 20th Dynasty lunar dates from Deir el-Bahri that 

are useful for testing the remaining candidates.  

Until more is known of the fine chronology of the 

period there is little to recommend one solution 

over another with this limited analysis. This is not 

surprising given the uncertainty as to the absolute 

reigns and relative relationship of many of the late 

New Kingdom Kings. However, as stated above the 

most useful of the additional dates given by Krauss 

are the ‘Feast of Ptah-south of the wall’ dates from 

Saqqara. He has argued convincingly that the feast 

of fell on lunar day 431, although this might appear 

to be an assertion based on the match with the 1228 

BC Piramesse lunar date. The first, dated 34 IIII smw 

24 and the second 47 II prt 25 were as Krauss stated, 

lunar day 4.  

However, a 1228 BC Piramesse lunar date is a 

negatively incorrect error; an apparent early 

recording of the lunar disappearance of the moon 

on II prt 27 (19 Dec 1228 = lunar day 30). Extensive 

analysis of the lunar cycle shows that if II prt 27 was 

lunar day 1 on 20 Dec 1228 BC, and then the lunar 

dates from Saqqara dated to Ramesses II Year-34 

and Year-47 would both be lunar day 5. Even if 

Krauss has it wrong, what is likely is that they should 

be the same day of the lunar month and that it 

should be near lunar day 4, so could be day 3, day 4, 

day 5 if we allow for negative or positive seeing 

error. If we assume they cannot possibly be lunar 

day 1-2 or lunar day 6-30 we can use the information 

to reduce the number of potential candidates.  
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If the Saqqara lunar dates are truly day 4, there are 

only three strong contenders remaining for Year-1 

Ramesses II. However observational errors or 

erroneous assumptions expand the number of 

contenders for year 1 Ramesses II: 1209 BC, 1184 BC, 

1116 BC, 1111BC, 1079 BC, 1068 BC 1040 BC, 1026 

BC and 954 BC. 

 

Other data sets 

Although there are several alternatives for 

Thutmoses III and the Piramesse lunar dates that 

match the lower magnitude eclipse candidates for 

the Tablet Bo-4802 solar eclipse these have been 

eliminated following attempts to match with the 

lunar dates for Ramesses II (from Saqqara) and the 

late 19th Dynasty and 20th Dynasty lunar dates from 

Deir el Bahri (Data not shown, but none of these 

putative alternatives appear to give satisfactory 

results for the Saqqara or Deir el Bahri data). 

However, the method used is described below. 

Three possible chronologies can be found to fit with 

the Ebers papyrus ‘Sirius setting’ Sothic date (Table 

2-5). It is virtually impossible to place an earlier 

candidate for year-23 Thutmoses III in 1257 BC, 

which would also be compatible with a year-1 

Ramesses II in 1068 BC but not with a possible 

contender for Ramesses year-1, 11 years earlier in 

1079 BC., in context with a Ebers papyrus Sothic 

date without a severe contraction of the early part 

of the 18th Dynasty. There is an alternative for the 

1068 BC year-1 Ramesses II solution and that is a 

match with a later set of Thutmoses dates in the 

same cycle as the 1043 BC solution with a 

contraction of the later part of the 18th and early 19th 

Dynasties to match year-1 of Ramesses II in 1068 BC. 

This is at the expense of Horemheb and Seti I. With 

the 1043 BC and 1040 BC year-1 Ramesses solutions 

this is not required, and both fit comfortably with 

the longer versions of both king’s reigns. Note that 

the 1040 BC solution requires a two-day shift in the 

Egyptian calendar. Addition of two leap years prior 

to the common era would bring about such a result.  

The fact that one of the 1040 BC solutions is two 

days out of step with the traditional Sothic based 

Egyptian calendar prompted me to look at a match 

with first crescent dates also. The Pirammese FCV 

would be incorrect.  The Thutmoses III year-23 date 

matches the predicted FCV, but the year 24 date 

would be one day later than FCV. Both Ramesses II 

year-34 and year-47 Saqqara day-4 dates only fit if 

counted from first crescents. 

If it is assumed that there was no change in the 

Egyptian calendar between the Ebers Sothic date 

and the last of the Ramesside kings of the 20th 

Dynasty, it is possible to identify a sequence of dates 

based on several graffiti in the Djeser-akhet temple 

at Deir el Bahri: DB 3, DB 9, DB 10, DB 32 & DB 31. 

According to Krauss the dates should be attributed 

as follows: DB 3 is Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28; DB 9 is 

Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9; DB 10 is Year-7 Ramesses 

III or Year-7 Ramesses VII, III smw 9; DB 32 is Year-3 

Ramesses IV, II smw 20 and DB 31 is either Year-22 

Ramesses II or Year-22 Ramesses XI and dated to II 

smw 22. 

There are certain limitations in using these dates 

since the dates cannot be tied specifically to some 

of the individual kings, but it should be possible to 

show what structures are possible astronomically. 

Krauss submits that these dates were either lunar 

day 1 or lunar day 2 but demonstrated that they are 

mainly lunar day 2. There is no-reason they could 

not be lunar day 3 instead, but they should all be on 

the same lunar day. The Year-I candidates that did 

not match the sequence were excluded. 

 

Part 1 Based on Helical rising dates and a reset of 

the Egyptian calendar to fit the seasonal changes. 

The day of lunar disappearance =lunar day 1. 

Year-1 =1209 BC 
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DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 28-Apr 1122 BC = 

lunar day 3. 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 =16-Apr 1121 BC = 

lunar day 3. 

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 25-Apr 

1111BC = lunar day 3. 

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 27-Mar 1073 

BC = lunar day 3. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 27-Apr 1187 

BC = lunar day 3 or 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses XI, II smw 22 =15-Mar 

1015 BC = lunar day 2.  

5 hits or 1 hit, 4 misses.  

 

Year-1 =1184 BC 

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 21-Apr 1097 BC = 

lunar day 2/3. This is a near miss on 19-Apr and more 

likely to be lunar day 3 than day 2.  

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 =10-Apr 1096 BC = 

lunar day 2.  

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 19-Apr 1086 

BC = lunar day 2.  

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 =21-Mar 1048 

BC = lunar day 3. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 21-Apr 1162 

BC = lunar day 4 or 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses XI, II smw 22 = 9-Mar 990 

BC = lunar day 2.  

3 hits, 2 misses 

 

Year-1 =1116 BC 

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 19-Apr 1029 BC = 

lunar day 3. 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 8-Apr 1028BC = 

lunar day 2  

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 17-Apr 1018 

BC = lunar day 2.  

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 19-Mar 980 

BC = lunar day 3. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 19-Apr 

1094 BC = lunar day 4 or 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses XI, II smw 22 = 7-Mar 922 

BC = lunar day 1.  

2 hits, 3 misses 

 

Year-1 =1111 BC 

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 22-Apr 1024 BC = 

lunar day 1. 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 12-Apr 1023 BC = 

lunar day 2  

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 20-Apr 1013 

BC = lunar day 2.  

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 22-Mar 975 

BC = lunar day 2. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 22-Apr 

1089 BC = lunar day 3 or 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses XI, II smw 22 = 10-Mar 917 

BC = lunar day 1. The moon on 9-Mar 917 BC had an 

altitude of 9.7 deg and difference in azimuth to the 

sun of 19 deg at sunrise and should have been 

visible. A missed observation would result in II smw 

22 being recorded as lunar day 2.  

3 hits, 2 misses 

 

Year-1 = 1040 BC (+2 lunar month fit) 

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 18-Apr 953 BC = 

lunar day 2. 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 7-Apr 952 BC = 

lunar day 2. 

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 16-Apr 942 

BC = lunar day 2.  

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 18-Mar 904 

BC = lunar day 2. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 18-Apr 

1018 BC = lunar day 2 or 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses XI, II smw 22 = 6-Mar 846 

BC = lunar day 1/2. The moon on 5-Mar 846 BC had 

an altitude of 9.1 deg and difference in azimuth to 

the sun of 20 deg at sunrise and could have been 

visible. An easily missed observation would result in 

II smw 22 being recorded as lunar day 2.  

5 hits.  
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Year-1 = 1024 BC  

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 21-Apr 937 BC = 

lunar day 2. 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 10-Apr 936 BC = 

lunar day 2  

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 19-Apr 926 

BC = lunar day 1/2. On the 18-Apr 926 BC the 

moon had an altitude of 10.1 deg and difference in 

azimuth to the sun of 15 deg at sunrise and should 

have been visible. A missed observation would 

result in III smw 9 being recorded as lunar day 2 

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 21-Mar 888 

BC = lunar day 2. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 21-Apr 

1002 BC = lunar day 2 or 

4 hits, 1 miss. 

 

Year-1 = 954 BC 

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 28-Apr 867 BC = 

lunar day 3, a near miss for lunar day 2. The moon 

was in lower extinction zone on 26-Apr 867 BC.  

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 16-Apr 866 BC = 

lunar day 1  

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 25-Apr 856 

BC = lunar day 1.   

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 27-Mar 818 

BC = lunar day 2. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 26-Apr 933 

BC = lunar day2. 

2 hits, 3 misses. 

 

Part 2 Sothic dating where the reference is to the 

May disappearance of Sirius from the evening sky. 

The day of lunar disappearance =LD1 

Year-1 =1079  

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 2-Mar 992 = lunar 

day 3 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 19-Feb 991= lunar 

day 2  

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 28-Feb 981 

= lunar day 1  

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 30-Jan 943 

= lunar day 3. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 1-Mar 1057 

= lunar day 3. 

1 hit, 4 misses or 3 hits & 2 misses. 

  

Year-1 =1068  

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 28-Feb 981 = lunar 

day 2. 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 16-Feb 980 = lunar 

day 2 

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 25-Feb 970 

= lunar day 1.  

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 27-Jan 932 

= lunar day 1. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 27-Feb 

1046 = lunar day 2. 

3 hits, 2 misses. 

 

Year-1 = 1043  

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 21-Feb 956 = lunar 

day 2. 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 10-Feb 955 = lunar 

day 2  

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 19-Feb 945 

= lunar day 2 

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 21 Jan 907 

= lunar day 2. 

DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 21 Feb 1021 

= lunar day 2. 

5 hits. 

 

Year-1 = 1040 (2 day calendar shift) 

DB 9 = Year-6 Siptah, III smw 9 = 18 Feb 953 = lunar 

day 3. 

DB 3 = Year-7 Twosre, II smw 28 = 6-Feb 952 = lunar 

day 2  

DB 10 = Year-7 Ramesses III, III smw 9 = 16-Feb 942 

= lunar day 1 

DB 32 = Year-3 Ramesses VI, II smw 20 = 18 Jan 904 

= lunar day 2. 
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DB 31 = Year-22 Ramesses II, II smw 22 = 18-Feb 

1018 = lunar day 2. 

3 hits, 2 misses. 

 

Of the late contenders for year-1 of Ramesses II, 

overall, the 1040 BC (+2 lunar month shift) and 1043 

BC (Sirius setting Sothic date) = Ramesses II year-1 

are the best solutions with 9 out of 10 dates 

matching the predicted lunar observations with 

suitable dates for the Heliacal rising or Evening 

setting of Sirius, respectively, that match the 

predicted Egyptian calendar dates within a modified 

Sothic dating scheme.  

 
Comparing different chronologies 

The lunar dates used in support of Ramesses II and 

Thutmoses III in the Orthodox Chronology are as 

expected to be in agreement, but they appear to be 

too early in light of the 12th Dynasty dates based on 

matching the Illahun texts with the retrocalculated 

lunar disappearance dates to the early 17th Century 

BC. This is supported by the lunar dating and Venus 

cycle (VS 1483 –1462) data that place the end of the 

1st Dynasty of Babylon in the late 15th Century BC. 

So, it would appear that dates for Amenehotep I 

before 1430 BC are unlikely.  

If we refer to the information in Table 2-4 the 

earliest candidates that suggest that the 18th 

Dynasty and 19th Dynasty can be dated between 70 

and 15 years later than the Orthodox dates. These 

are both ‘Elephantine and Theban’ data sets. They 

differ on the length of reign one can attribute to 

Thutmoses II: 3 years 6 or 14 years (Table 2-4). 

However, the data generally show that there would 

have been co-regency between Amenhotep III and 

Akhenaten. However, these dates do not sit well 

with the Saqqara lunar dates of Ramesses II (Table 

2-6) or the Deir el Bahri lunar dates and can thus be 

disregarded. The data sets that reduce the 

chronology by 200-240 years appear to match the 

lunar observations better.  

In line with James et al. (1991)32 suggested reduction 

in the chronology there are no fewer than seven 

possible accession dates for Ramesses II ranging 

from 1068 BC to 1010 BC. However only three are 

acceptable when the Saqqara “Feast of Ptah-south 

of the wall” dates are considered,1068 BC, 1043 BC 

and 1040 BC, which match two or three, 

respectively, sets of Amenhotep I and or Thutmoses 

II and Thutmoses III accession dates. However only 

three are acceptable when the Saqqara “Feast of 

Ptah-south of the wall” dates are considered,1068 

BC, 1043 BC and 1040 BC, which match two or three, 

respectively, sets of Amenhotep I and or Thutmoses 

II and Thutmoses III accession dates. Of the three 

sets the 1043 BC one of the better sets provide with 

the data assuming the Egyptian calendar was 

correct, and no leap years inserted this can be 

replaced with the 1068 BC year-1 date by assigning 

Horemheb and Seti I their shortest possible reigns. 

The 1068 BC sequence does poorly on the Deir el 

Bahri lunar dates. It also fails to match a High 

magnitude Hittite (Mursilis II) eclipse. Although I 

have preferred this to match the data it does not 

justify rejecting the 1068 BC accession date for 

Ramesses II. As stated above the 1043 BC sequence 

works with the 1068 BC eclipse candidate so long as 

it occurred in year-10 of Murshilis II.  

The 1040 BC date as a potential candidate was 

arrived at in two ways 1) a two Egyptian month shift 

(actually 58 days slightly less than two Egyptian 

calendar and two lunar months) to match the helical 

rising of Sirius or by the insertion of two days (leap 

years into the Egyptian calendar) to match with the 

Sirius setting dates. The 1040 BC year-1 date 

solutions matched the lunar sequence particularly 

well when the calendar date shifted by the insertion 

of a radical calendar 58 day shift to allow the 

aligning of the seasons and allow the heliacal rising 

of Sirius to be observed. All the dates can be correct 

(except the Year-52 date). The alternate 1040 BC 

candidate required insertion of two leap years into 
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the Egyptian calendar this was placed in the 3rd 

Century BC.  

 

Year-1 (BC) 1068 1043*  1040*   Hittite A Hittite B 

Pharaoh/model 1068 1043 1040a 40b 40c King 1043, 40a 1040 b,c 

Amenhotep I 1285 1277 1279 1274 1275       

Thutmoses I 1264 1256 1259 1253 1254       

Thutmoses II 1252 1244 1247 1241 1242       

Hatshepsut 1243 1230 1237 1227 1227       

Thutmoses III 1221 1208 1215 1205 1204       

Amenhotep II  1189 1176 1183 1173 1172       

Thutmoses IV 1156 1143 1150 1140 1139       

Amenhotep III 1146 1133 1140 1130 1129       

Akhenaten 1108 1095 1102 1092 1091       

Neferuneferuaten  1103 1090 1090 1087 1086      

Smenkhkare  1102 1089 1089 1086 1086 Suppiluluma I 1101 1098 

Tutankhamen  1101 1088 1088 1085 1085 Arnuwanda II 1079 1076 

Ay 1092 1079 1079 1076 1076 Murshili II* 1077 1074 

Horemheb 1088 1075 1075 1072 1072 Muwatalli II 1051 1048 

Ramesses I 1073 1060 1057 1057 1057 Murshili III 1028 1025 

Seti I 1071 1058 1055 1055 1055 Hatusili III 1021 1018 

Ramesses II 1060 1043 1040 1040 1040 Tudhaliya IV 991 988 

Table 2-7  Provisional Chronology: Year-1 dates  for Amenhotep I to Ramesses II with a compatible 

Hittite chronologies for Suppiluluma to Tudhaliya IV based on 1068 BC eclipse. 
          *Compatible with a 1068 BC Eclipse in year-10 

 

New Kingdom calendar reform 

It seems unlikely that there were major calendrical 

reforms throughout most of the New Kingdom 

period i.e., late 17th Dynasty, 18th Dynasty, 19th 

Dynasty and possibly not until the end of the 20th 

Dynasty. Dating of Ramesses II Year-52 II prt 27 to 

19-Dec 1228 BC, although it is a negatively incorrect 

date, is compatible with Sothic dating and a 13th 

Dynasty 88-day calendar readjustment, but not with 

17th century -12th Dynasty dates. A Year-52 lunar 

date in the late 12th century would be compatible 

with a difference in the Sothic calendar of 

approximately + 30 days and would have required an 

adjustment of approximately 120-days between the 

12th Dynasty and 17th Dynasty. A shift of + 30 days 

might have some support in the literature because, 

as suggested above it appears that during the 18th 

Dynasty that Menkhet might have been the first 

month of the civil year rather than the name of the 

lunar month, only being changed to Thoth at some 

later date33. The reason for rejecting this suggestion 

was discussed earlier.  

For example, among the alternative modifications 

of the calendar: the 13th and 14th Dynasties were 

conquered by Asiatics (Hyksos). So, was the 

Egyptian Solar Calendar abandoned? It is possible. 

The introduction of a lunar calendar into Egypt by 

the Hyksos can bring about just such a shift of about 

90 days very easily. Redactors of Manetho relate 

that the Hyksos king Saites added 6 days to the 

year. Was this to convert a 354-day lunar year to 

360-day civil year? It is also stated in Manetho that 

Aseth added 5 days34; did this restore the 365-day 

year? This all happen prior to the 17th Dynasty. 

Whether this affected the Egyptian civil calendar is 

moot. Obviously for some of my deductions above 



25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

to work calendar reform or changes would be 

required. A calendar shift of approximately two 

months allows for the middle to late 11th century 

solutions for Ramesses II to follow the traditional 

Egyptian calendar.  In the case of 1040 BC, to be 

precise, the difference is 58 days almost two lunar 

months. This might explain the poorer lunar match 

obtained with traditional dates because seasonal 

differences do affect the lunar sequence slightly. 

The simplest to explain would be the temporary 

introduction of a leap year on at least two occasions 

as necessitated for one of the 1040 BC Ramesses 

year-1 solutions. It has been argued by Lynne Rose 

that the Canopus decree may be at least one 

attempt to add at least one leap year35.  However, 

this is not required if first crescents were the 

preferred lunar phase for timing various festivals 

during the New Kingdom. It appears at least to be 

true for the 12th Dynasty.  Such considerations can 

be ignored for the 1068 BC or the 1043 BC Ramesses 

II year-1 solutions as this match the traditionally 

derived Egyptian dates, but only the second of these 

two solutions will fit with Thutmoses III lunar dates. 

 

 

Notes:  
1. Long 1974: 266. 

2. Borchardt 1935: 19. 

3. Krauss 1992. 

4. Courville 1971: 60-62. 

5. Courville 1971. 

6. MacNaughton 1932: 249. 

7. Tetley.  

8. Krauss 1992. 

9.  Goodwin 1873: 107.  

10. Darnell and Darnell 1996.  

11. Borchardt 1899. 

12. Parker 1977. 

13. Luft 1992. 

14. Krauss 2007: 401–402.  

15. Clagett 1995; 193-200; Depuydt 1996. 

16. Shaw and Nicholson. 1995.  

17. von Beckerath 1997. 

18. Rowton 1946. 

19. Krauss 2007. 

20. Borchardt 1934: 97–98, 100 n. 9.  But these do 

not match accession date of III Smw 27 for Ramesses 

II. 

21. Krauss 2007: 420–421. 

22. Wente 1975: 265–272. 

23. von Beckerath 1986: 146-148; Krauss 2007: 420-

421. 

24. Conversations with Ad Thijs have been 

invaluable and assisted in pinpointing 1068 BC as a 

potential candidate year for the accession of 

Ramesses III. 

25. Forrer 1930: 1–2; Mitchell 1990. 

26. In discussions with Bernard Newgrosh. A full 

account of Newgrosh’s reasoning is now published 

in Newgrosh 2007. 

27. Huber 2001: 640–644. 

28. Krauss 2007. 

29. Wells 1987: 313–333. 

30. Janssen 1987 : 129–136. 

Nilotic grafitti & ostracon 
  

G.1158 Ramesses II year-22 II 3ht 5 

G.882 Merenptah year-1 III 3ht 3 

G.882 Merenptah year-2 II 3ht 3 

G.856 Merenptah year-7 III 3ht 5 

O.25801 Ramesses III year-4 III 3ht 4 

G.881d Ramesses III year-18 III 3ht 4 

31. Krauss 2007: 418–419. 

32. James et al. 1991. 

33. Courville 1971. 

34. Waddell. 

35. Rose 1999: 129–130. 
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Monotheistic Era]. Paris, De Boccard. 

_____ 2017. “Remarks on monotheism in ancient South 
Arabia.” In: BAKHOS, C. and COOK, M. (eds.). Islam and 
its past. Jahiliyya, late antiquty, and the Quran. Oxford 
studies in the Abrahamic religions. Oxford, Oxford 
University Press, pp. 247–256. 

GARITTE, G. 1941. “La vie premetaphrastique de S. 
Chariton.” In: Bulletin de l’ Institut Historique Belge de 
Rome 21, pp. 16–46. 

_____ 1954. “La mort de S. Jean l’ Hesychaste d’ après un 
text géorgien inédit.” In: Analecta Bollandiana 72, pp. 
75–84. 

GARSOIAN, N.G. 1983. “Secular jurisdiction over the 
Armenian church (fourth-seventh centuries).” In: 
Harvard Ukrainian Studies 7, pp. 220–250. 

_____ MATHEWS, T. and THOMPSON, R. (eds.). 1980. East 
of Byzantium: Syria and Armenia in the Formative 
Period. Washington DC, Dumbarton Oaks Center. 

_____ 1999. Church and Culture in Early Medieval 
Armenia. Aldershot, Ashgate. 

_____ 1996. “Quelques precisions preliminaries sur la 
chisme entre les églises Byzantine et Arménienne au 
sujet du concile de Chalcédoine ii. La date et les 
circonstances de la ruptura.” In: GARSOIAN, N. G. (ed.) 
L’Armenie et Byzance. Histoire et culture. Actes du 
colloque organise à Paris par le Centre de recherches 
d’histoire et de civilisation byzantines. Paris, Sorbonne, 
pp. 99‒112. 

_____ 1973–4.  “Le rôle de l’hiérarchie chrétienne dans les 
rapports diplomatiques entre Byzance et les 
Sassanides.” In: Revue des Études Armeniennes 10, pp. 
119–138. 

GASTGEBER, Ch. and PANTEGHINI, S. (eds.). 2015. 
Ecclesiastical History and Nikephoros Kallistou 
Xanthopoulos, Proceedings of the International 
Symposium, Vienna, 15th-16th December 2011. Wien, 
Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften. 

_____ 2009. “Die Kirchengeschichte de Nikephoros 
Kallistos Xanthopoulos. Ihre Entdeckung und 
Verwendung in der Zeit der Reformation.” In: 
Ostkirchliche Studien 58, pp. 237–247. 

GATIER, P.-L. 2000. “Le Proche-Orient protobyzantin. 
L’âge d’or du christianisme oriental.” In: BINST, O. 
(ed.). Le Levant : histoire et archéologie du Proche-
Orient. Cologne, Könemann, pp.188–124. 

_____ 2014. “La christianisation de l’Antiochène dans 
l’Antiquité tardive.” In: BRADSHAW, E. and FOSSEY, J. 
M. (eds.). The Levant: Crossroads of Late antiquity. 
History, Religion and Archaeology=Le Levant : 
Carrefour de l’antiquité tardive. Leiden, Brill. 

_____ 1987. “Une lettre du Pape Grégoire le grand à 
Marianus évê que de Gerasa.” In: Syria 64, pp. 131–
135. 

GELZER, H. (ed.). 1898. Patrum Nicaenorum Nomina. 
Leipzig, Teubner. 

GENIER, R. P. Fr. 1909. Vie de Saint Euthyme le Grand. 
Paris, Lecoffre. 

GENTZ, G. and WINKELMANN, F. 1966. Die 
Kirschengeschichte des Nicephorus Callistus 
Xanthopulus und ihre Quellen. Berlin, Akademie-
Verlag. 

GERO, S. 1981. BarSauma of Nisibis and Persian 
Christianity in the Fifth Century. Louvain, Peeters. 

GOEHRING, J.E. and TIMBIE, J. A. (eds.). 2007. The World of 
Early Egyptian Christianity: Language, Literature, and 
Social Context. Essays in Honor of David W. Johnson. 
Washington, D.C., CUA Press.   

_____ 1999.  Ascetics, Society and the Desert: Studies in 
Early Egyptian Monasticism. Harrisburg, Pa: Trinity 
Press International. 



37 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

_____ 2007. “Monasticism in Byzantine Egypt: continuity 
and memory.” In: BAGNALL, R.S. (ed.). Egypt in the 
Byzantine World, 300–700. Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press, pp. 390–407. 

______ 2008.  “Pachomius and the White monastery.” In: 
GABRA, G. and TAKLA, H.N. (eds.). Christianity and 
monasticism in Upper Egypt. Volume 1: Sohag and 
Akhmim. Cairo, American University, pp. 47–57. 

_____ 2012. Politics, Monasticism, and Miracles in Sixth 
Century Upper Egypt. Tübingen, Mohr Siebeck. 

GOLDFUS, H. 2003. “Urban monasteries and monasteries 
of early Byzantine Palestine: preliminary 
observations.” In: ARAM 15, pp. 71–9. 

GOODBLATT, D.  2006. “The political and social history of 
the Jewish community in the land of Israel, c.235-
638.” In:  KATZ, S.T. (ed.). The Cambridge history of 
Judaism: volume 4. Cambridge, Cambridge University 
Press, pp. 404–430. 

GRACIANSKIJ, M. V. 2006. “Missionary undertakings in the 
fifth decade of the sixth century in the context of 
ecclesiastical policy of the emperor Justinian.” In: 
KANISKION. Studies presented to Igor Sergeevic 
Cicurov on his sixtieth birthday Moscow, pp. 57–101. 

_____ 2005. “Die Politik Kaiser Justinians I. gegenüber 
den Monophysiten.” Ph.D. dissertation, Friedrich-
Schiller-Universität Jena. 

GRAF, G. 1944. Das Problem einer Literatur der Arabischen 
Christen in vorislamischer Zeit, vol. 1. Vatican City.  

GRAFTON, A. and WILLIAMS, M.H. 2006. Christianity and 
the Transformation of the Book: Origen, Eusebius, and 
the Library of Caesarea. Cambridge MA, Harvard 
University Press. 

GRAY, P.T.R. 2001. “The Sabaite monasteries and the 
Christological controversies (478–533).” In: PATRICH, J. 
(ed.). The Sabaite heritage in the Orthodox church from 
the fifth century to the present. Leuven, Peeters, pp. 
237–244. 

_____ 2005. “The legacy of Chalcedon: Christological 
problems and their significance.” In: MAAS, M. (ed.). 
The Cambridge companion to the age of Justinian. 
Cambridge Companions to the Ancient world. 
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, pp. 215‒38. 

GREATREX, G. 2005. “Byzantium and the East in the sixth 
century.” In: Maas, M. The Cambridge companion to 
the age of Justinian. Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press. 

_____ 1998. “Isaac of Antioch and the Sack of Beth Hur.” 
In: Le Muséon 111, pp. 287–291. 

GRIFFITH, S.H. 1986. “Ephraem, the deacon of Edessa, 
and the church of the empire.” In: HALTON, Th. P. 
WILLIMAN, J. P. (eds.). Diakonia: studies in honor of 
Robert T. Meyer. Washington DC, Catholic University 

of America Press. 

_____ 1999. “Arab Christianity.” In: PARRY, K. MELLING, 
D.J. BRADY, D.  GRIFFITH, S.H. and HEALEY, J. F. (eds.). 
The Blackwell dictionary of eastern Christianity. 
Oxford, Blackwell, pp. 37–41.   

_____ 1999. “The signs and wonders of Orthodoxy: 
miracles and monks’ Lives in sixth century Palestine.” 
In: CAVADINI, J. (ed.), Miracles in Jewish and Christian 
Antiquity: Imagining Truth. Notre Dame Studies in 
Theology 3. Notre Dame, University of Notre Dame 
Press, pp. 139‒68. 

_____ 2002. “Asceticism in the church of Syria: 
hermeneutics of early Syrian monasticism.” In: 
WİMBUSH, V and VALANTASİS, R. (eds.). 
Asceticism.Oxford, Oxford University Press, pp. 220–
45. 

GRIGGS, C.W. 1993. Early Egyptian Christianity. From Its 
Origins to 451 C.E., 3rd ed., Leiden, New York, Brill. 

GRILLMEIER, A. and HAINTHALER, T. 1996. Christ in 
Christian Tradition; vol. 2, From the Council of 
Chalcedon (451) to Gregory the Great (590–604), part 
Four. The Church of Alexandria with Nubia and Ethiopia 
after 451, tr. O. C. Dean Jr. London, Mowbray. 

_____ 1975. Christ in Christian Tradition, vol. 1, From the 
Apostolic Age to Chalcedon (451), tr. J. Bowden, 2nd ed. 
London, John Knox Press. 

_____ 1987. Christ in Christian Tradition, vol. 2, From the 
Council of Chalcedon (451) to Gregory the Great (590–
604), part 1, Reception and Contradiction.  The 
Development of the Discussion about Chalcedon from 
451 to the Beginning of the Reign of Justinian, tr. P. 
Allen and J. Cawte. London, Mowbrays . 

_____ 2013. Christ in Christian Tradition, vol. 2, From the 
Council of Chalcedon (451) to Gregory the Great ((590–
604), part 3, The Churches of Jerusalem and Antioch 
from 451 to 600, tr. M. Ehrhardt. Oxford, Oxford 
University Press. 

_____ and BACHT, H. (eds.). 1951. Das Konzil von 
Chalkedon: Geschichte und Gegenwart. Würzburg, 
Echter-Verlag. 

GROSSMANN, P. 2001. “Early monks at mount Moses and 
Justinian’s monastery.” In: Pegaso 1, pp. 177–201. 

GRYPEOU, E. and SPURLING, H. (eds.). 2009. The Exegetical 
Encounter between Jews and Christians in Late 
Antiquity. Leiden/Boston, Brill.  

GUIDI, I. 1881. “Mundhir III. und die beiden 
monophysitischen Bischöfe.” In: Zeitschrift der 
Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 35, pp. 142–
146. 

GUIDI, G.G. 1989. “Problemi di recostruzione della chiesa 
tetraconca dei SS. Sergio, Bacco, e Leonzio a Bosra.” 
In:  CAMPANATA, R.F. (ed.). La Siria Araba da Roma a 



38 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

Bisanzio. Ravenna, pp. 133–170. 

GUIDOBALDI, A.G. 1990. “I capitelli della basilica 
giustinianea della Theotokos, oggi di S. Caterina, sul 
Monte Sinai.” In: Milion. Studi e ricerche d’ Arte 
Bizantina. Constantinopoli e l’ arte delle province 
orientali 2, pp. 265‒342. 

GWYNN, D. M. 2015. Christianity in the Later Roman 
Empire. A Sourcebook. London and New York, 
Bloomsbury Academic.  

_____ 2012. Athanasius of Alexandria: bishop, theologian, 
ascetic, father. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

_____ 2010. “Religious diversity in late antiquity: a 
bibliographic essay.” In: GWYNN, D. and BANGERT, S. 
(eds.). Religious diversity in late antiquity. Late 
Antique Archaeology 6. Leiden, Brill, pp. 15–134. 

GYSELEN, R. 2006. “Les témoignages sigillographiques 
sur la présence chrétienne dans l’empire sassanide.” 
In: GYSELEN, R. (ed.) Chrétiens en terre de l’Iran 1: 
Implantation et Acculturation [The Sigillographic 
Witnesses for the Christian Presence in the Sasanian 
Empire]. Studia Iranica. Paris, Association pour 
l’avancement des études iraniennes, pp.17–78. 

_____ (ed.). 2006. Chrétiens en terre de l’Iran 1: 
Implantation et Acculturation [The Sigillographic 
Witnesses for the Christian Presence in the Sasanian 
Empire]. Paris, Association pour l’avancement des 
études iraniennes. 

HAAS, Ch. 2008. “Mountain Constantines: the 
Christianization of Aksum and Iberia.” In: Journal of 
Late Antiquity 1.1, pp. 101‒126. 

HAGE, W. 1988. “Early Christianity in Mesopotamia. 
Some remarks concerning authenticity of the 
chronicle of Arbela.” Harp 1, pp. 39–46. 

_____ 2002.  “Synodicon orientale und Chronik von 
Arbela. Die Synode von 497 und die zwei 
Metropoliten der Adiabene.” In: TAMCKE, M. (ed.). 
Syriaca: Zur Geschichte, Theologie, Liturgie und 
Gegenwartslage der syrischen Kirchen. 2. Deutsches 
Syrologen-Symposium (Juli 2000, Wittenberg). Studien 
zur orientalischen Kirchengeschichte 17. Münster, 
Lit.-Verl., pp. 19–28. 

HAINTHALER, Th. 2007. Christliche Araber vor dem Islam. 
Verbreitung und konfessionelle Zugehörigkeit: eine 
Hinführung. Leuven, Peeters.  

_____ 2002. “Zum vorislamischen Christentum bei den 
Arabern im Einflußbereich des Patriarchats 
Antiochien.” In: GRILLMEIER, A. and HAINTHALER, Th. 
(ed.), Jesus der Christus im Glauben der Kirche. 
Freiburg, Herder, pp. 204‒226. 

_____ 2012. “Christian Arabs before Islam: a short 
overview.” In: AL-JALLAD, N. People from the desert: 
pre-Islamic Arabs in history and culture.Selected 

essays.Wiesbaden, Reichert. 

HAJJAR, J. 1962. Les chrétiens uniates du Proche-Orient. 
Paris, Éditions du Seuil. 

HALEV,Y J. 1889. “Examen critique de sources relatives a 
la persécution des chrétiens de Nedjran.” In: Revue 
des Études Juives 18, pp. 16 -42, 161–178. 

HALKIN F. 1987.  “Le martyre d’ Aréthas et de ses 
compagnons himyarites.” In: HALKIN, F. Six inéditts d’ 
hagiologie Byzantine. Subsidia Hagiographica 1974. 
Brussels. 

_____1984. “Les moines martyrs du Sinaï dans le 
ménologe imperial.” In: LUCCHESI, E. and SAFFREY, H. 
D. (eds.). Mémorial André-Jean Festugière. Antiquité 
païenne et chrétienne. Geneva, P. Cramer, pp.  267–
273. 

_____ 1939. “Le mois du janvier du menologe impérial 
byzantine.” In: Analecta Bollandiana 57.2, pp.  225–
236. 

HAMIDULLAH, M. 1958. “Two Christians of Pre-Islamic 
Mecca.” In: Journal of the Pakistan Historical Society 6, 
pp. 97–103. 

_____ 1959. “The Christian Monk Abu ‘Amir al-Rahib.” In: 
Journal of the Pakistan Historical Society 7, pp. 231–
240. 

HARMLESS, W. 2004. Desert Christians. An Introduction to 
the Literature of Early Monasticism. Oxford, Oxford 
University Press. 

HARNACK A. 1924. “The chronicle of Arbela.” In: HARNACK 

A. (ed.). Die Mission und Ausbreitung des Christentums 
in den ersten drei Jahrhunderten. Leipzig, Hinrichs, pp. 
683–698. 

_____ 1908. The Mission and Expansion of Christianity in 
the First Three Centuries, tr. and ed. J. Moffat, vol. 2. 
London, Williams and Norgate, New York, G.P. 
Putman’s Sons. 

HARRISON, C., HUMFRESS, C. and SANDWELL, I. (eds.). 
2014. Being Christian in Late Antiquity. A Festschrift for 
G. Clark. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

HARTMANN, W. and PENNINGTON, K. (eds.). 2012. The 
History of Byzantine and Eastern Canon Law to 1500. 
Washington DC, CUA Press. 

HATLIE, P. 2007. The Monks and Monasteries of 
Constantinople, ca. 350-850. Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press. 

HAY, K. 2003. “Severus of Antioch: an inheritor of 
Palestinian monasticism.” In: Aram 15, pp. 159–71. 

_____ 1996. “Impact of St. Sabas: the legacy of 
Palestinian monasticism.” In: ALLEN, P. and JEFFREYS, 
E. (eds.), The sixth century – end or beginning? 
Byzantina Australiensia 10. Brisbane, Australian 
Assciation for Byzantine Studies, pp. 118–125. 



39 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

HEISKA, N. 2003. The Economy and Livelihoods of the Early 
Christian Monasteries in Palestine. MA arts, Helsinki. 
ethesis.helsinki.fi/julkaisut/hum/kultt/pg/heiska/thee
cono.pdf 

HENNINGER, J. 1955. “Ist der sogenannte Nilus-Bericht 
eine brauchbare religionsgeschichtliche Quelle?” In: 
Anthropos 50, pp. 81–148. 

HERSHKOVITZ, I., YAKAR, R., TAITZ, C., WISH-BAKATZ, S., 
PINKASOV, A. and RING, B. 1993. “The human remains 
from the Byzantine monastery at Khan el-Ahmar.” In:  
Liber Annus 43 pp. 373–385. 

HEVELONE-HARPER, J. L. 2005. Disciples of the Desert. 
Monks, Laity, and Spiritual Authority in Sixth-Century 
Gaza. Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press. 

HIRSCHBERG, J. W. 1939-49. “Nestorian sources of north-
Arabian traditions on the establishment and 
percecution of Christianity in Yemen.” In: Rocznic 
Orientalistyczny 15, pp. 321–338. 

HIRSCHFELD, Y. 1990.  “Life of Chariton in light of 
archaeological research.” In: WIMBUSH, V. L. (ed.). 
Ascetic behaviour in Greco-Roman Antiquity. A 
sourcebook. Minneapolis, Fortress Press, 426‒436. 

 _____ 2000. “The monastery of Chariton. Survey and 
excavations.” In: Liber Annus 50, pp. 315‒362. 

 _____ 1993. “Holy sites in the vicinity of the monastery 
of Chariton.” In: MANNS, F. and ALLIATA, E. (eds). Early 
Christianity in context:  monuments and documents 
Jerusalem, Franciscan Printing Press, pp. 297‒311. 

_____ 1991. “The ‘suspended’ cave of Chariton.” In: 
Explorations and Surveys in Israel 10, pp. 36‒37. 

_____ 2002. “The water supply of the monastery of 
Chariton.” In: AMIT, D., PATRICH, J. and HIRSCHFELD, Y. 
(eds.). The aqueducts of Israel. Journal of Roman 
Archaeology. Supplementary series 46. Portsmouth, 
Rhode Island, pp.  428–437. 

_____ 2006. “The monasteries of Palestine in the 
Byzantine period.” In: LIMOR, O. and STROUMSA, G.G. 
(eds.). Christians and Christianity in the Holy Land from 
the origins to the Latin kingdoms. Turnhout, Brepols, 
pp. 401–419.  

_____ 1995. The Palestinian Dwelling in the Roman and 
Byzantine Period. Jerusalem, Franciscan Printing 
Press. 

_____ 1992. The Judaean Desert Monasteries in the 
Byzantine Period. New Haven, Yale University Press.  

_____ 1990. “List of the Byzantine monasteries in the 
Judaean desert.” In: BOTTINI, G. C., SEGNI, L. and 
ALLATA, E. (ed.). Christian archaeology in the Holy 
Land. Collectio maior 36. Jerusalem, Studium 
Biblicum Franciscanum, pp. 1–90. 

_____1993. “Euthymius and his monastery in the 

Judaean desert.” In: Liber Annus 43 pp. 339‒371. 

_____ 1986. “Survey and excavations in the region of the 
Euthymius monastery.” In: Hadashot Arkheologiyot 
86, pp. 42–44 (Hebrew). 

_____ 1984. “The monastery of St. Euthymius, survey 
and excavations.” In: Excavations and Surveys in Israel 
3, pp. 80–82. 

_____ and BIRGER, R. 1988‒9.  “Khan el-Ahmar.” In: 
Excavations and Surveys in Israel 7‒8, p.110. 

HONIGMANN, E. 1922. “Nordsyrische Klöster in 
vorarabischer Zeit.” In: Zeitschrift für Semitistik  1, pp. 
15–33. 

_____ 1939. “La liste originale des pères de Nicée.” In: 
Byzantion 14, pp. 17‒76. 

_____ 1942–3. “The original lists of the members of the 
Council of Nicaea, the Robber-Synod and the Council 
of Chalcedon.” In: Byzantion 16, pp. 20–80.  

_____ 1951. Évêques et évêchés monophysites. Louvain, L. 
Durbecq. 

_____ 1950. “Juvenal of Jerusalem.” In: Dumbarton Oaks 
Papers 5, pp. 209–279.  

HORN, C.B.  2005. “A chapter in the pre-history of the 
Christological controversies in Arabic readings from 
the works of John Rufus.” In: Parole de l’Orient 30, pp. 
133‒156. 

_____ 2006. Controversy Asceticism and Christological in 
Fifth Century Palestine. The Career of Peter the Iberian. 
Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

HOYLAND, R. 2001. Arabia and the Arabs. From the Bronze 
Age to the coming of Islam. New York, Routledge. 

_____ 2009. “Late Roman Provincia Arabia, Miaphysite 
monks and Arab tribes: a problem of centre and 
periphery.” In: Semitica et Classica 2, pp. 117–39.  

HULL D. 2006. “The Archaeology of Monasticism. 
Landscape, Politics and Social Organisation in Late 
Antique Syria.” Ph.D. dissertation, University of York. 

HUNTER, E.C.D 2008. “The Christian matrix of al-Hira.” In: 
JULLIEN, Ch. (ed.). Controverses des chrétiens dans 
l’Iran sassanide (Chrétiens en terre d’Iran II). Studia 
Iranica. Cahier 36. Paris, Association pour 
l’avancement des études iraniennes, pp. 41–56. 

_____ 1993.  “The cult of saints in Syria during the fifth 
century A.D.” In: LIVINGSTONE, E. A. (ed.). Studia 
Patristica 25, Leuven, Peeters, pp. 308–312. 

HUXLEY, G. L. 1980. “On the Greek martyrium of the 
Negranites.” In:  Proceedings of the Royal Irish 
Academy 8, pp. 41–55. 

MAR IGNATIUS EPHREM, I. 1952. The Syrian Church of 
Antioch, its name and history Hackensack, New 
Jersey, Archdiocese of the Syrian Church of Antioch 
in United States. 



40 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

IMMERZEEL M., VAN DER VLIET, J., KERSTEN, M. and VAN 
ZOEST, C. (eds.). 2004. Coptic Studies on the Threshold 
of a New Millennium. Proceedings of the Seventh 
International Congress of Coptic Studies.Leiden, 
Peeters. 

JABBUR, J. S. 1995. The Bedouins and the Desert. Aspects 
of Nomadic Life in the Arab East. Albany, SUNY Press. 

JACOBS, A.S. 2004. Remains of the Jews. The Holy Land 
and Christian Empire in Late Antiquity. Stanford, 
Stanford University Press. 

JAMMO, S.Y. H.  1994. “Three synods of the church of the 
East and Their Two Ecclesiologies.” In:  STIRNEMANN, 
A. (ed.). Syriac Dialogue: First Non-Official 
Consultation on Dialogue within the Syriac Tradition. 
Vienna, Pro Oriente, pp. 87–97. 

JEFFERY, A. 1946. “Christianity in South Arabia.” In: The 
Muslim World 36, pp. 193–216. 

JOLIVET-LÉVY, C., KAPLAN, M. and SODINI, J.P. (eds.). 1993. 
Les saints et leur sanctuaire à Byzance : texts, images 
et monuments. Paris, Sorbonne. 

JOLY, M. 1993. “Les fondations d’Euthyme et de Sabas : 
texte et archéologie.” In:  JOLIVET-LÉVY, C. KAPLAN, M. 
and SODINI, J.P. (eds.). Les saints et leur sanctuaire : 
texte, images et monuments. Byzantina sorbonensia 
11. Paris, Sorbonne, pp. 49–64. 

JONES, M.  2012. “Nomadism and the monastic life in the 
eastern desert of Egypt.” In: BARNARD, H. and 
DUISTERMAAT, K. (eds.). The history of the peoples in 
the eastern desert. Monographs 73.  California, 
University of California, Los Angeles, pp. 332–343. 

 JONES, A.H. M. 1959. “Were the ancient heresies national 
or social movements in disguise.” In: The ]ournal of 
Theological Studies 10.2, pp. 280–298.  

JOSEPH, J. 2000. “Nestorians, Chaldeans, Syrians, 
Arameans, Assyrians.” In: JOSEPH, J. (ed.). The modern 
Assyrians of the Middle East. Encounters with Western 
Christian missions, archaeologists, and colonial 
powers. Leiden/Boston, Brill, ch. 1, pp. 1–32. 

JULLIEN, F. 2006. “Le monachisme chrétien dans l’empire 
iranien (IVe–XIVe siècles).” In: GYSELEN, R. (ed.). 
Chrétiens en terre d’Iran : Implantation et 
acculturation. CSI 33, Chrétiens en terre d’Iran 1. Paris, 
Association pour l’avancement des études iraniennes, 
pp. 143–84  

_____ (ed.). 2010.  Le monachisme syriaque. Paris, 
Geuthner. 

KAUFHOLD, H. 1995. “Notizen über das Moseskloster bei 
Nabk und das Julianskloster bei Qaryatain in Syrien.” 
In: Oriens Christianus 79, pp. 48–119.  

KEY FOWDEN, E. 1999. The Barbarian Plain: Saint Sergius 
between Rome and Iran Berkeley, University of 
California Press. 

_____ 2004. “Christian monasteries and Umayyad 
residences in late antique Syria.” In: Antigüedad y 
Cristianismo 21, pp. 565–581. 

_____ 2013. “Des églises pour les Arabes, pour les 
nomades?” In: BRIQUEL-CHATONNET, F. Les églises en 
monde syriaque. Études syriaques 10. Paris, Geuthner, 
pp. 391–420. 

_____, 1995. “Sergius of Rusafa: Sacred Defense in Late 
Antique Syria-Mesopotamia.” Ph.D. dissertation, 
Princeton University. 

KESSEL, G. M. and PINGGÉRA, K. 2011. A Bibliography of 
Syriac Ascetic and Mystical Literature. Leuven, 
Peeters. 

KHORIKYAN, H. 2019. “The struggle between Nestorians 
and Monophysites: Barsauma’s Activity.” In: The 
Countries and Peoples of the Near and Middle East. 
Yerevan, Gitutyun, pp. 159–169. 

KHOURY, Sh. and KHOURY N. 2002. A Survey of the History 
of the Orthodox Church of Jerusalem. Amman, Feras 
Printing Press. 

KIDD, B. J. 1922. History of the Church to A.D.  461, v. 2. 
Oxford, Clarendon Press. 

KING, G.R.D. 1980. “Some Christian wall mosaics in pre-
Islamic Arabia.” In: Proceedings of the Seminar for 
Arabian Studies. Cambridge, Archaeopress, pp. 37‒
43. 

_____ and HELLYER, P. 1994. “A Pre-Islamic Christian site 
on Sir Bani Yas.” In: Tribulus: Bulletin of the Emirates 
Natural History Group 4:2, pp. 5–7. 

_____ 1997. “A Nestorian monastic settlement on the 
island Sir Bani Yas, Abu Dhabi: A preliminary report.” 
In: Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 
60:2 pp. 221‒235. 

_____ 1988. “Some churches of the Byzantine period in 
the Jordanian Hawran.” In: Damaszener Mitteilungen 
3, pp. 35‒75. 

KIRWAN, L., HOGG, T., TOROK, L. and WELSBY, D. A.  (eds.). 
2002. Studies on the History of Late Antique and 
Christian Nubia. Ashgate, Variorum. 

KLEIN, K. M. 2012. “Invisible monk, human eyes and the 
Egyptian desert in late antique hagiography.” In: 
BARNARD H. and DUISTERMAAT, H. K. (eds.). The history 
of the peoples in the eastern desert. California, 
University of California, pp. 298–309. 

_____ 2015. “How to get rid of Venus? Some remarks on 
Jerome’s Vita Hilarionis and the conversion of Elusa in 
the Negev.” In: PAPACONSTANTINOU, A. MCLYNN ,N. 
and SCHWARTZ, D. L.  (eds.).  Conversion in late 
antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and beyond. Papers from 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Sawyer Seminar, 
University of Oxford, 2009-2010. Farnham, Ashgate, 
pp. 241–266. 



41 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

_____ 2013. “O άγιος Ιερώνυμος και οι Σαρακηνοί της 
Συρίας και της Παλαιστίνης σχόλια με τους βίους του 
Μάλχου του Μοναχού και του αγίου Ιλαρίωνα.” In:  
KRALIDES, A. (ed.). Byzantium and the Arab world. 
Encounter of civilisations.Thessaloniki, pp. 195–218. 

_____ 2015. “Marauders, daredevils, and noble savages: 
perceptions of Arab nomads in late antique 
hagiography.” In:  Der Islam 92.1, pp. 13–41. 

KLUGKIST, A.C. 1987. “Die beiden Homilien des Isaak von 
Antiocheia über die Eroberung von Bet Hur durch die 
Araber.” In: DRIJVERS, H.J.W., LAVENANT, R., 
MOLENBERG, C. and REININK, G J. (eds.). IV Symposium 
Syriacum, 1984: literary genres in Syriac literature 
(Groningen – Oosterhesselen 10–12 September). 
Orientalia Christiana Analecta 229. Roma, 
Pontificium Institutum Orientalium Studiorum, pp. 
237–256. 

KNOBLER, A. 1996. “Pseudo-conversions and patchwork 
pedigrees: the Christianization of Muslim princes and 
the diplomacy of holy war.” In: Journal of World 
History 7.2. pp. 181–197. 

KOFSKY, A. 1997. “Peter the Iberian, pilgrimage, 
monasticism and ecclesiastical politics in Byzantine 
Palestine.” In: Liber Annus 47, pp. 209–222. 

_____ and BITTON-ASHKELONY, B. (eds.). 2004. Christian 
Gaza in Late Antiquity. Leiden/Boston, Brill. 

KOLESNIKOV, A.I. 2006. “Crosses on Sasanian drachms: 
numismatic evidence on dissemination of the 
Christianity in the 6th century Iran.” In: 
Христианский Восток 4 [10], pp. 207–217. 

KORDOSES, M. 1988. “Η ‘άλλη Ινδική’ και η νήσος Διβούς 
του Φιλοστοργίου.” In: Istorikogeografika 2, pp. 167–
178. 

KREIKENBOM, D. F., MUTH Ch. and THIELMANN, J. (eds.). 
2007. Arabische Christen – Christen in Arabien. 
Frankfurt-am-Main, Peter Lang. 

KRETSCHMAR, G. 1953. “Origenes und die Araber.” In: 
Zeitschrift für Theologie und Kirche 1 pp. 258–279. 

KRUEGER, D. 2011. “Mary at the Threshold: the mother of 
God as guardian in seventh-century Palestinian 
miracle accounts.” In: BRUBAKER, L. and CUNNINGHAM, 
M. B. (eds.). The cult of the Mother of God in 
Byzantium: texts and images.Birmingham Byzantine 
and Ottoman Sudies.Farnham, Ashgate, pp. 31–38. 

_____ 1997. “Writing as devotion: hagiographical 
composition and the cult of the saints in Theodoret of 
Cyrrhus and Cyril of Scythopolis.” In : Church History  
66.4, pp. 707–717. 

LABOURT, J. 1904. Le Christianisme dans l’empire Perse 
sous la dynastie Sassanide (224-632). Paris, V. 
Lecoffre. 

LAGA, C., MUNITIZ, J. A., VAN ROMPAY, L. and VAN ROEY, 

A. (eds.). 1985. In: After Chalcedon. Studies in 
Theology and Church History Offered to Professor 
Albert Van Roey for his Seventieth Birthday. Orientalia 
Lovaniensia Analecta. Leuven, Peeters. 

LAMMENS, H. 1928. “Les Chrétiens à la Mecque à la Veille 
de l’ Hégire.” In: L’ Arabie Occidentale avant l’ Hégire’. 
Beirut, Imprimerie Catholique. 

LAMY, T. J. (ed./tr.). 1898. Lettre des archimandrites 
d’Arabie. Actes du XIIe Congrès international des 
orientalistes. Paris, pp. 117–137. 

_____ 1898. “Profession de foi adressée par les abbés des 
couvents de la province d’Arabie à Jacques Baradée.” 
In: Actes du Onzième Congrès International des 
Orientalistes, Paris–1897. Quatrième section : hébreu – 
phénicien – araméen – éthiopien – assyrien. Paris, 
Imprimerie National, pp. 117–137. 

LASSUS, J. 1947. Sanctuaires chrétiens de Syrie. Essai sur la 
genèse, la forme et l’usage liturgiques des édifices du 
culte chrétien en Syrie du IIIe siècle à la conquête 
musulmane. Paris, Paul Geuthner. 

LAWLOR, H. J. and OULTON, J. E. L. 1927. Eusebius: The 
Ecclesiastical History and the Martyrs of Palestine, vol. 
1. London, S.P.C.K. 

LEE EHINGER, J. 2019. “Revolutionizing the status quo. 
Appeals to pre-Islamic Christianity in the writings of 
Anastasius of Sinai.” In: Studies in late antiquity 3 pp. 
17–35. 

LELOIR, L. D. 1964. “Le rôle de la culture arménienne dans 
l’evolution de l’Orient Chrétien.” In: Accademia 
Nazionale dei Lincei: Rendiconti della Classe di Scienze 
Morali, Storiche e Filologiche, CCCLXI 62, pp. 93–101. 

LENT, F. 1915–17. “The Life of saint Simeon Stylites. A 
translation of the Syriac text in Bedjan’s Acta 
Martyrum et Sanctorum.” In: Journal of African and 
Oriental Studies 35, pp. 103–198. 

LEPPIN, H. 2003. “The church historians (1): Socrates, 
Sozomenus and Theodoretus.” In MARASCO, G. (ed.). 
Greek and Roman historiography in late antiquity: 
fourth to sixth century A.D. Leiden, Brill, pp. 219–254. 

LERNER, J. A. 1992. “Christianity in pre-Islamic Persia: 
material remains.” In: YARSHATER, E. (ed.). 
Encyclopaedia Iranica. Vol.5. California, Mazda, pp. 
528–530. 

LETSIOS, D. 2009. “Diabolus in figura Aethiopis tetri. 
Ethiopians as demons in hagiographic sources literary 
stereotypes versus social reality and historic events.” 
In: MONFERRER-SALA, J.P., CHRISTIDES, V. and 
PAPADOPOULLOS, T.(eds.). East and West. Essays on 
Byzantine and Arab worlds in the Middle Ages. 
Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies. Piscataway, 
Gorgias Press, pp. 185–200. 

LEVINE, L. I. (ed.). 2004. Continuity and Renewal: Jews and 



42 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

Judaism in Byzantine-Christian Palestine. Jerusalem, 
Dinur Center for the study of Jewish history. 

_____ 1999. Jerusalem. Its Sanctity and Centrality to 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam New York, 
Continuum. 

LEWIS, A. S. 1912. “The forty martyrs of the Sinai desert.” 
In: Horae Semiticae 9, pp. 1–24. 

LIEBESCHUETZ, W.  2015. “Theodoret’s Graecarum 
affectionum curatio: defending Christianity in 
Christian Syria.” In LIEBESCHUETZ, W. (ed.). East and 
West in late antiquity: invasion, settlement, 
ethnogenesis and conflicts of religion. Leiden, Brill, pp. 
389–407. 

_____ 2011. “The view from Antioch from Libanius via 
John Chrysostom to John Malalas and beyond.” In: 
BROWN, P. and LIZZI TESTA, R. (eds.). Pagans. and 
Christians in the Roman empire: the breaking of a 
dialogue (IVth-VIth century AD). Proceedings of the 
International conference at the monastery of Bose 
(October 2008). Wien, Lit, pp. 309–337. 

LIETZMANN, H. 1908. Das Leben des heiligen Symeon 
Stylites. Leipzig, Hinrichs. 

LIN, S. 2018. Ecclesiastical Networks and the Papacy at the 
End of Late Antiquity, c.550–700. DPhil, Manchester 
University. 

LIMOR, O. and STROUMSA, G. 2006. Christians and 
Christianity in the Holy Land. Turnhout, Brepols. 

LLEWELLYN IHSSEN, B. 2014. John Moschos’ Spiritual 
meadow: authority and autonomy at the end of the 
antique world. Farnham, Ashgate. 

LOOSLEY LEEMING, E.  “Arabian Christianity: the historical 
evidence for Christians on the southern side of the 
Arabian Gulf.” www.academia.edu/14928955 

LOURIÉ, B. 2012. “Friday veneration in the sixth- and 
seventh-century Christianity and the Christian 
legends on conversion of Naǧrān.” In: SEGOVIA, C.A. 
and LOURIÉ, B. (eds.).  The coming of the comforter: 
when, where, and to whom? Studies on the rise of Islam 
and various other topi.cs in memory of John 
Wansbroug. Orientalia Judaica Christiana 3. 
Piscataway, NJ, Gorgias Press, pp. 131‒230. 

LOUTH, A. 1988. “St. Athanasius and the Greek Life of 
Antony.” In: Journal of Theological Studies NS 39, pp. 
504–509. 

LUBOMIERSKI, N. 2008. “The Coptic Life of Shenoute.” In: 
GABRA, G. and TAKLA, H.N. (eds.). Christianity and 
Monasticism in Upper Egypt: Sohag and Akhmim. 
Cairo, American University Press, pp. 91–98. 

LUCCHESI, E. and SAFREY, H.D. (eds.). 1984. Mémorial 
André-Jean Festugiere: Antiquité païenne et 
chrétienne. Geneva, P. Cramer. 

MAAS, M. 2003. “Delivered from their ancient customs’: 
Christianity and the question of cultural change in 
early Byzantine ethnography.” In: MILLS, K and 
GRAFTON, A. (eds.). Conversion in late antiquity and the 
early middle ages. Studies in comparative history 4. 
Rochester, University of Rochester Press, pp.  152‒88. 

MCLYNN, N. B., SCHWARTZ, D. L. and PAPACONSTANTINOU, 
A. (eds.). 2015. Conversion in Late Antiquity: 
Christianity, Islam, and Beyond. Papers from the 
Mellon Foundation Sawyer Seminar, Oxford, 2009/10. 
Farnham, Ashgate. 

MCVEY, K. E. 1993. “The Sogitha on the church of Edessa 
in the context of other early Greek and Syriac hymns 
for the consecration of church buildings.” In: ARAM 5, 
pp. 329–370. 

MAGNESS, J. 2007. “Did Galilee decline in the fifth 
century? The synagogue at Chorazin reconsidered.” 
In: ZANGENBERG, J., ATTRIDGE, H.W. and MARTIN, D. B. 
(eds.). Religion, ethnicity, and identity in ancient 
Galilee, A region in transition. Tübingen, Mohr 
Siebeck, pp. 259–74. 

MAKSYMIUK, K. 2012. ““Apostoł” Arabów – Aḥudemmeh. 
Kilka uwag na temat sporów doktrynalnych i 
wiarygodności przekazów źródłowych.” In: Scripta 
Biblica et Orientalia 4, pp. 185–97. 

MANNS, F. and ALLIATA, E. (eds). 1993. Early Christianity 
in context. Jerusalem. 

MARASCO, G. 2003. “The church historians (1I): 
Philostrorgius and Gelasius of Cyzicus.” In: MARASCO, 
G. (ed.). Greek and Roman historiography. 
Leiden/Boston, Brill, pp. 257–88. 

MARAVAL, P. and PÉRICHON, P. 2004–7. Socrate de 
Constantinople : Histoire ecclésiastique, 4 vols. Paris, 
Cerf. 

_____ 2002. “The earliest phase of Christian pilgrimage 
in the Near East (before the 7 th century).” In: 
Dumbarton Oaks Papers 56, pp. 63–74.  

_____ 1995. “Les itinéraires de pèlerinage en Orient 
(entre le 4e et le 7e s.).” In:  ENGEMANN, J. (ed.). Akten 
des XII. Internationalen Kongresses für Christliche 
Archäologie, Bonn 22.–28. September 1991. Studi di 
Antichità Cristiana 52. Città del Vaticano, Pontificio 
Istituto de Archaeologia Cristiana, pp. 291–300. 

_____ 1985. Lieux saints et pèlerinage d’Orient: histoire et 
géographie des origines à la conquête arabe. Paris, 
Cerf. 

_____ (ed.). 1996. Récits des premiers pèlerins chrétiens au 
proche-orient, IVe-VIIe siècles. Paris, Cerf. 

_____ 1982. Egerie, Journal de voyage.Paris, Cerf. 

MARCUS, J.R. 1938. The Jew in the Medieval World. A 
Sourcebook, 315–1791. Cincinnati, Sinai Press. 

http://www.academia.edu/14928955


43 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

MARTENS-CZARNECKA, M. 2015. “The Christian Nubia and 
the Arabs.” In: Studia Ceranea 5, pp. 249–265. 

MARTYN, J. R. C. 2004. The Letters of Gregory the Great. 
Toronto, Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies. 

_____ 2012. Pope Gregory’s Letter-Bearers. A Study of the 
Men and Women who Carried Letters for Pope Gregory 
the Great. Newcastle upon Tyne, Cambridge 
Scholars. 

MAYERSON, Ph. 1994. Monks, Martyrs, Soldiers and 
Saracens: Papers on the Near East in Late Antiquity 
(1962–1993). Jerusalem, Israel Exploration Society. 

_____ 1980. “The Ammonius narrative: Bedouin and 
Blemmyes attacks in Sinai.” In: RENDSBURG, G., 
ADLER, R., ARFA, M. and WINTER, N.H. (eds.). The Bible 
world. Essays in honour of C.H.Gordon. N. Y., Ktav, pp. 
133‒148. 

MAYER, H.E. 1960. “Kirchengeschichte. Allgemeine 
Werke.” “Die Kirchen des Ostens.” “Die Nestorianer.” 
“Die Monophysiten.” In: Bibliographie zur Geschichte 
der Kreuzzüge. Hannover, Hahnsche Buchhandlung, 
pp. 171–2, 173–4, 177, 177–178. 

MAYER, J. M., PIETRI, Ch. L., VAUCHEZ, A. and VENARD, M. 
(eds.). 1998. Histoire du Christianisme des origins à nos 
jours, tom. iii. Les églises d’Orient et d’ Occident. Paris, 
Desclée.  

MAYER, W. 1998. “Monasticism at Antioch and 
Costantinople in the late fourth century: A case of 
exclusivity or diversity?” In: ALLEN, P. CANNING, R. and 
CROSS, L. (eds.). Prayer and spirituality in the early 
church. Brisbane, Centre for early Christian Studies, 
pp. 275–288. 

MEIMARIS, Y. E.  1978. “The hermitage of St. John the 
Chozibite, Deir Wady el-Qilt.” In: Liber Annus 28, pp. 
171‒192. 

MEINARDUS, O. 1964‒5, 1965‒6, 1969. “Notes on the 
laurae and monasteries of the wilderness of Judaea.” 
In: Studii Biblici Franciscani Liber Annuus 15, pp. 220‒
50; 16 pp. 328‒56; 19 pp. 305‒327. 

_____ 1980. Notes on the Laurae and Monasteries of the 
Wilderness of Judaea Jerusalem, Ariel Publishing 
House. 

____ 1989. Monks and Monasteries of the Egyptian 
Deserts. Cairo, The American University in Cairo 
Press. 

MELLON-SAINT LAURENT, J. N.  2015. “A˛ūdemmeh among 
the Arabs.” In: Missionary stories and the formation of 
the Syriac churches. Oakland, University of California 
Press, pp. 110–128. 

MENZE, V. L. 2008. Justinian and the Making of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

_____ 2004. The Making of a Church: the Syrian Orthodox 

in the Shadow of Byzantium and the Papacy. Ph.D. 
dissertation, Princeton University. 

MEYENDORFF, J. 1989. Imperial Unity and Christian 
Divisions. The Church 450‒680 A.D. Crestwood, NY, 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press.  

MEYER, R.T. 1950. St. Athanasius. The Life of St. Antony. 
Westminster. 

MICHEL, A. 2001. Les églises d’époque byzantine et 
umayyade de la Jordanie (provinces d’Arabie et de 
Palestine), Ve–VIIIe siècle : typologie architecturale et 
aménagements liturgiques avec catalogue des 
monuments. Turnhout, Brepols. 

_____ 2007. “Furniture, fixtures, and fittings in the 
churches: archaeological evidence from Palestine 
(4th–8th c.) and the role of the diakonikon.” In: 
LAVAN, L. and PUTZEYS, T. (eds.). Objects in context, 
objects in use. Material spatiality in late antiquity. Late 
Antique Archaeology 5. Leiden/Boston, Brill, pp. 581–
606. 

MIEROW, C.C. 1946. “Sancti Eusebii Hieronymi Vita 
Malchi Monachi Captivi.” In:  ARNOLD, R.E. (ed.). 
Classical Essays presented to James A. Kleist. St. 
Louis, MO, pp. 31–60. 

MILLAR, F. 2009. “Christian monasticism in Roman Arabia 
at the birth of Mahomet.” In: Semitica et Classica 2, 
pp.  97–115. 

_____ 2013. “The evolution of the Syrian Orthodox 
church in the pre-Islamic period: from Greek to 
Syriac?” In: Journal of Early Christian Studies 21. pp. 
43–92. 

_____ 2014. “The image of a Christian monk in northern 
Syria: Symeon Stylites the Younger.” In: HARRISON C., 
HUMFRESS, C. and SANDWELL, I. (eds.). Being Christian 
in late antiquity. A Festschrift for G. Clark. Oxford, 
Oxford University Press, pp.  278–295. 

_____ 2015. Empire, Church and Society in the Late Roman 
Near East: Greeks, Jews, Syrians and Saracens. 
Leuven, Peeters. 

_____ 2015. “Cyril of Scythopolis and Palestinian society: 
the Saracens.” In: MILLAR, F. (ed.). Empire, church and 
society in the late Roman Near East: Greeks, Jews, 
Syrians and Saracens. Late Antique History and 
Religion 10. Collected studies 2004‒2014. Leuven.  

_____ 1987. “Empire, community and culture in the 
Roman Near East: Greeks, Syrians, Jews and Arabs.” 
In: Journal of Jewish Studies 38, pp. 143–164. 

MINGANA, A. 1925. “The early spread of Christianity in 
Central Asia and the Far East: a new document.” In: 
Bulletin of the John Rylands Library 9, pp.  297‒371. 

MONFERRER SALA, J. P. 2010. Redifining History on Pre-
Islamic Accounts. The Arabic Recension of the Martyrs 
of Najrān. Piscataway, NJ, Gorgias Press. 



44 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

_____ 2012. “The martyrdom of Arethas’ wife. Rewriting 
hagiographies in the Melkite Arabic tradition.” In: AL-
JALLAD, N. (ed.). People from the desert: pre-Islamic 
Arabs in history and culture; selected essays. 
Wiesbaden, Reichert, pp. 129–154. 

MONTGOMERY, J. 2006. “The empty Ḥijāz.” In: 
MONTGOMERY, J.E. (ed.). Arabic Theology, Arabic 
philosophy. From the many to one: essays in 
celebration of Richard M. Frank. Louvain, Peeters. 

MORALES, E. 2007. Trois Vies de Moines [Paulus, Malchus, 
Hilarion]. Paris, Cerf. 

MORGAN, R. 2016. “The spread of Christianity among the 
Bedouins and nomadic Saracens in 375.” In: History of 
the Coptic Orthodox People and the Church of Egypt 
Victoria BC, Friesen Press. 

MOUTERDE, R. 1951. “Le concile de Chalcédonie d’après 
les historiens monophysites de langue syriaque.” In: 

GRILLMEIER, A. and BACHT, H. (eds.). Das Konzil von 
Chalkedon: Geschichte und Gegenwart. Würzburg, 
Echter-Verlag, pp. 581–602. 

MÜLLER-KESSLER, Ch. and SOKOLOFF, M. 1966. The Forty 
Martyrs of the Sinai Desert, Eulogios, The Stone-Cutter, 
and Anastasia, v. 3. Groningen, Styx Publications, pp.  
9–69. 

AL-MURIKHI, S.S. 2014. “The influence of Christianity 
among the Arab tribes in the Gulf area during the 
sixth and seventh centuries AD.” In: KOZAH, M., ABU-
HUSAYN, A., SHAHEEN AL-MURIKHI, S. and AL-THANI, H. 
(eds.). The Syriac writers of Qatar in the seventh 
century. Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies. 
Piscataway, NJ, Gorgias Press, pp. 259–278. 

MUSSET, H. 1948‒9. Histoire du christianisme 
spécialement en Orient, 3 vols. Harissa, Liban, Impr.S. 
Paul. 

 



45 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMQATUM – THE CEHAO NEWSLETTER 
N. 16 / 2020 

 

 

Presentación de los nuevos miembros 

del CEHAO 
Doctora en Arqueología por la Universidad de 
Buenos Aires, Eva Amanda Calomino ha 
participado en diversas investigaciones en el área 
sur andina (noroeste argentino y Bolivia) así como 
en Sinaí y Luxor (Egipto), con el apoyo económico 
del CONICET y de los diversos proyectos de 
investigación que ha integrado. Ha impartido clases 
en la Universidad de Buenos Aires. Calomino ha 
desarrollado su investigación doctoral sobre los 
paisajes arqueológicos del arte rupestre de Los 
Algarrobales, en el noreste de la provincia de 
Catamarca. Actualmente investiga el conjunto de 
small finds del sitio arqueológico Tell el-Ghaba 
(norte de Sinaí, Egipto). El objetivo de su estudio se 
centra en caracterizar estos conjuntos materiales, 
comprender su rol y las actividades en que habrían 
participado. El mismo supone una continuación de 
líneas de investigación anteriormente desarrolladas 
como miembro Misión arqueológica Argentina en 
Tell el-Ghaba, en los que se ha enfocado en el 
análisis de la espacialidad y los conjuntos cerámicos, 
entre otros. Actualmente también es miembro del 
Proyecto Amenmose (Luxor) y del Proyecto Paisaje 
Humano en Tres Cruces (Jujuy). 
 
 
 
 

Sus áreas de interés generales integran: la 
Arqueología e Historia del área Andina 
(Sudamérica, Períodos Prehispánicos Temprano a 
Tardío); la Arqueología e Historia de Egipto 
(Períodos: Imperio Nuevo y Tercer Período 
Intermedio/Período Saíta Temprano); los estudios 
de la Cultura Material aplicados a los estudios de 
Oriente y la Arqueología del Paisaje. Y sus temas de 
interés específicos son: el arte rupestre y mobiliar; 
los ”hallazgos especiales” del Mediterráneo 
oriental; los contextos domésticos en el Egipto 
faraónico y las materialidades rituales en tumbas 
tebanas. 
 
 
 
 
Teresa Albinati es estudiante de tercer año de la 
carrera Licenciatura en Historia en la Universidad 
Católica Argentina (UCA). Al mismo tiempo, estudia 
Filosofía en la misma universidad. Como intereses 
de investigación, le interesaría especializarse en 
arqueología o historia argentina. 
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Agustín Giambelluca es estudiante de la 
Licenciatura en Historia en la Universidad Nacional 
del Sur con orientación en Historia Antigua y 
Medieval. Sus principales intereses son la 
arqueología y el estudio del antiguo Egipto. 
Participó como voluntario en la excavación 
arqueológica del Santuario de Apolo en la isla de 
Despotiko, Cícladas, Grecia, por invitación del 
director de ésta, Yannos Kourayos, Dirección de 
Antigüedades, Ministro de Cultura de la República 
Helénica en el año 2018. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sofia Victoria Varela es estudiante de segundo año 
de la carrera de Licenciatura y Profesorado en 
Historia en la Universidad Católica Argentina (UCA). 
Sus intereses académicos están orientados a la 
investigación arqueológica del Mundo Antiguo. Fue 
seleccionada en 2019 para participar en una 
pasantía en el Programa de Estudios Arqueológicos 
bajo la dirección de la Doctora Paola Ramundo 
dentro de la Facultad de Ciencias Sociales de la UCA.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Manuela Sagray es estudiante del último año de la 
carrera de Edición en la Universidad de Buenos 
Aires. Tiene interés en la edición de artículos 
académicos y, asimismo, estudia la carrera de 
Abogacía, también en la UBA. 
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CEHAO SCHOLARLY PARTICIPATION 
 

JUAN MANUEL TEBES  

LECTURE 

“Desert Gods in Context: Sacred Landscapes, Divine 

Names and Epithets in the Iron Age arid southern 

Levant”, February 27.  

ERC Advanced Grant MAP project 74118, Université 

Toulouse Jean Jaurès. 

 

CHAPTER ON BOOK 

“Midian”. 

MATTHEWS, C. (ed.). Oxford Bibliographies in Biblical 

Studies. New York, Oxford University Press. 

https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-

9780195393361/obo-9780195393361-0271.xml 

 

RIHAO 21 (2020), 99-125  

“Revolution in the Desert: A Reassessment of the Late 

Bronze/Early Iron Ages in North-western Arabia and the 

Southern Levant”. 

http://revistascientificas.filo.uba.ar/index.php/rihao/article/

download/8653/7587/ 

 

ARAM 32/2 (2020), 505-526 

“Desert Funerary Architecture and Afterlife Beliefs in the 

Arid Southern Levant from a Longue Durée Perspective”. 

 

JORDAN JOURNAL FOR HISTORY AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY 14/4 (2020), 333-347  

“Beyond Petra: Nabataean Cultic and Mortuary Practices 

and the Cultural Heritage of the Negev and Edom”. 

https://journals.ju.edu.jo/JJHA/article/view/108319 

 

BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF 

ORIENTAL RESEARCH 383 (2020), 182-184 

Review of: Ben-Yosef, E. (ed.) 2018. Mining for Ancient 

Copper. Essays in Memory of Beno Rothenberg. 

Monograph Series of the Sonia and Marco Nadler 

Institute of Archaeology 37. University Park / Tel Aviv. 

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/708517?j

ournalCode=basor. 

 

ANE TODAY VIII/10 (2020) 

“A Desert Revolution – Transformations in Northwestern 

Arabia and the Arid Southern Levant in the Late 2nd 

Millennium BCE”. 

http://www.asor.org/anetoday/2020/10/desert-revolution 

 

ERC MAP FELLOW  

“Guest Researcher Fellowship” 

Toulouse, January-February. 

ERC Advanced Grant MAP project 74118, Université 

Toulouse Jean Jaurès. 

 

ROMINA DELLA CASA 

23RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE ISRAEL 

SOCIETY FOR ASSYRIOLOGY AND ANCIENT 

NEAR EASTERN STUDIES.  

“‘How Shall We Act?’: Observations on the Power of 

Speech in Hittite Magic.” 

Tel Aviv University 

Israel, January 7, 2020. 

 

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP 

Post-doctoral Fellowship of The Sonia and Marco 

Nadler Institute of Archaeology. 

Tel Aviv, 2020-2021. 

Tel Aviv University. 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS 

Volunteer during the winter expedition of Central Timna 

Valley Project, CTV. 

Aravah Valley, Israel (February 2020). 

Head of the expedition, Prof. Erez Ben-Yosef (Tel Aviv 

University). 

 

CHAPTER ON BOOK 

“A Problem of Meaning: Variations in Hittite Landscape 

as Narrated in the Sun-god’s mugawar (CTH 323).” 

KIM, R., MYNÁŘOVÁ, J. and PAVÚK, P. (eds.). Hrozný and 

Hittite: The First Hundred Years. CHANE 107. Leiden-

Boston: Brill, 2020.  

https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780195393361/obo-9780195393361-0271.xml
https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780195393361/obo-9780195393361-0271.xml
http://revistascientificas.filo.uba.ar/index.php/rihao/article/download/8653/7587/
http://revistascientificas.filo.uba.ar/index.php/rihao/article/download/8653/7587/
https://journals.ju.edu.jo/JJHA/article/view/108319
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/708517?journalCode=basor
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/708517?journalCode=basor
http://www.asor.org/anetoday/2020/10/desert-revolution
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PABLO R. ANDIÑACH 

BOOK 

Cantico dos Canticos. O fogo e a ternura. (Segunda 

edición portuguesa corregida). 

Sao Paulo, Fonte Editorial, 2020. 

 

HERMENÉUTICA BÍBLICA LATINOAMERICANA 

Centro de Estudios Metodistas  

Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 17-22 de febrero 2020. 

 

ALAIME (ASOCIACIÓN LATINOAMERICANA DE 

INSTITUCIONES METODISTAS DE EDUCACIÓN) 

“Del papiro al whatsup. El impacto de las nueva 

tecnologías en la educación cristiana” 

28 de mayo de 2020. 

 

BÍBLICA VIRTUAL.  

“Textos de amor, locura y muerte en el Antiguo 

Testamento” 

Martes de agosto 2020. 

 

PRIMER ENCUENTRO DE TEOLOGÍA DE ALAIME 

(ASOCIACIÓN LATINOAMERICANA DE 

INSTITUCIONES METODISTAS DE EDUCACIÓN) 

“La esperanza en los relatos del Génesis”  

31 de octubre de 2020. 

 

OLGA AGUEDA GIENINI  

PHD DOCTORAL DISSERTATION 

La figura del Paráclito en las versiones griegas y 

arameas de la Biblia Hebrea. 
Facultad de Teología, UCA. 

 

COMUNICARNOS 177  

“Las mujeres y la Biblia” 

https://issuu.com/comunicarnos5/docs/revista_marzo2020 

 

COMUNICARNOS 178  

“El Dios de la Vida”. 

https://issuu.com/comunicarnos5/docs/revmayo2020 

 

REVISTA BIBLICA 3/4 (2020), 482-488.  

Review: Isaac Kalimi (ed.), Bridging between Sister 

Religions – Studies of Jewish and Christian Scriptures 

Offered in Honor of Prof. John T. Townsend. The Brill 

Reference Library of Judaism 51. Brill, 2016, pp. 340, 

ISBN: 978-90-04-32454-1. 

https://www.revistabiblica.com/ojs/index.php/RB/article/down

load/246/239 

 

TEACHING 

“Para que la palabra de Dios corra” 

SOBICAIN.  

San Pablo. 

 

TEACHING 

“Taller de estudio conjunto de la Biblia” (junto al 

rabino. Arieh Sztockman). 

SOBICAIN. 

San Pablo. 

 

TEACHING 

Antiguo Testamento. 

Seminario Santa Teresa del Niño Jesús. 

Diócesis de San Isidro. 

 

INTERVIEW 

“Las religiones ante los desafíos sociales concretos” 

Dr. Gerardo Ramos. 

 

ROXANA FLAMMINI 

TRABAJOS DE EGIPTOLOGÍA 20  

“Más allá de la narrativa: aportes para una 

aproximación integral a la Segunda Estela de Kamose”  

 

E-TOPOI. SPECIAL ISSUE 7  

“Economics, Political Practices and Identities on the 

Nile: Convergence and Conflicts c. 1800-1500 BC” pp. 

11–154. 

 

E-TOPOI. SPECIAL ISSUE 7  

“World-Systems from “the theory” to “a perspective” of 

social interconnections in the Bronze Age”. 

pp. 53–76. 

 

“MUJERES EN LA CIENCIA”  

Panelist 

Buenos Aires 

Universidad del Salvador 

 

 

https://issuu.com/comunicarnos5/docs/revista_marzo2020
https://issuu.com/comunicarnos5/docs/revmayo2020
https://www.revistabiblica.com/ojs/index.php/RB/article/download/246/239
https://www.revistabiblica.com/ojs/index.php/RB/article/download/246/239
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JORGE CANO-MORENO 

REVISTA DE ESTUDIOS CLÁSICOS 49 

“Una introducción al problema de la organización política 

en Creta durante el período Neopalacial”  

pp. 45-101. 

 

RIHAO 21 

Review of:  Gónzalez Serrano, P. 2019. Los minoicos. 

Madrid, Editorial Síntesis. 

pp. 212–214. 

 

LA ZARANDA DE IDEAS 18 

Review of: Foias, A. 2013. Ancient Maya Political 

Dynamics. Florida, University Press of Florida. 

pp. 153–156. 

 

DANIEL JUSTEL VICENTE 

PANTA REI. REVISTA DIGITAL DE CIENCIA Y 

DIDÁCTICA DE LA HISTORIA 25 

“La infancia en la Antigua Mesopotamia: 25 años de 

investigación” 

pp. 43-54. 

 

MUY HISTORIA. EDICIÓN COLECCIONISTA  

“Los caldeos y el Imperio neobabilónico. El último gran 

poder autónomo de Mesopotamia” 

 pp. 152-161.  

 

ESTUDIOS BÍBLICOS 76  

Review of:  F. Ramis Darder, Mesopotamia y el Antiguo 

Testamento, Verbo Divino, Estella, 2019. 

pp. 163-168. 

 

TEACHING 

“Historia de la España antigua” 

Octubre-diciembre 2020 

Universidad de Alcalá (Madrid). 

 

TEACHING 

“Didáctica de las Ciencias Sociales” 

Máster de Formación de Profesorado de Secundaria y 

Bachillerato 

Enero-mayo 2020 

Universidad de Alcalá (Madrid). 

 

 

TEACHING 

“El judaísmo en el Mediterráneo antiguo” 

Máster interuniversitario de Mediterráneo antiguo (Universitat 

Oberta de Catalunya, Universidad de Alcalá, Universidad 

Autònoma de Barcelona). 

 

TEACHING 

“Acadio III”, “Sumerio I”, “Sumerio II” 

Enero-mayo 2020 

Universidad San Dámaso (Madrid). 

 

TEACHING 

“Biblia y Oriente”, “Imperio romano”, “Sumerio II”, 

“Lectura de textos acadios” 

Octubre-diciembre 2020 

Universidad San Dámaso (Madrid). 

 

DIRECTION OF STUDIES 

 “Programación Didáctica para la asignatura Historia del 

Mundo Contemporáneo de Primero de Bachillerato” 

Máster de Formación de Profesorado de Secundaria y 

Bachillerato 

Universidad de Alcalá (Madrid). 

 

DIRECTION OF STUDIES 

 “Programación Didáctica Geografía e Historia. Cuarto 

Curso de Educación Secundaria Obligatoria” 

Máster de Formación de Profesorado de Secundaria y 

Bachillerato 

Universidad de Alcalá (Madrid). 

 

SCHOLARLY MEETING 

 “I Encuentro madrileño de Orientalistas”. 

Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 

Madrid, 30 de noviembre de 2020. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING DE LA SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL 

LITERATURE  

“Welcoming and Rejecting Children in the Bible and the 

Ancient Near East.” 

Children in the Biblical World Unit 

Boston (online), 8 de diciembre de 2020. 
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AMIR GORZALCZANY  

CONGRESS ORGANIZATION 

First Ramla Congress. 

Joint Congress of the IAA Central District and the Ramla 

Museum. 

Ramla Museum broadcasted online. 

 

CONGRESS ORGANIZATION  

Congress “Bamerkaz III, Time.” 

Joint Congress of the IAA Central District and the 

Institute of Archaeology of the Tel Aviv University. 

21st May 2020. 

 

SCHOLARLY MEETING 

“Early Islamic Industry and Urbanism: Ramla as Case 

Study of Reciprocal Influence between Production and 

Urban Planning.”  

Joint Congress of the IAA Central District and the 

Ramla Museum. 

Ramla Museum (broadcasted online). 

 

EVALUATION OF ACADEMIC WORKS 

Evaluación externa de tesis de doctorado para la 

Universidad de Jaén (UJA) 

España. 

 

EDITED BOOKS 

In Centrum 1: Motion, Movement and Mobility.  

STIEBEL, G.D., D. BEN-AMI, A. GORZALCZANY and I. KOCH 

(eds.). 

Tel Aviv University and the Israel Antiquities Authority. Tel 

Aviv. 

Forthcoming 2021. 

 

 

CHAPTERN ON BOOKS 

“The Lod Mosaic Revisited: New Discoveries in the 

Roman Domus.” 

Book in Honour of Gaby Mazor. 

Forthcoming 2021. 

 

JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC ARCHAEOLOGY 7(2) 

“Islamic Tombstones Reused during the Early Islamic 

Period from Ramla, Capital of Jund Filastīn.” 

With TORGË, H. 

pp. 139–156. 

 

JESHO 63(4). 

“Royal Purple Industry in Lod during the Late Roman 

Period as Reflected in the Lod Mosaic.” 

With ROSEN, B., and SUKENIK, N. 

pp. 582–606. 

 

THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST TODAY VOL. VIII (6)  

“Pictures of Restraint: Hunting Carnivores on Mosaics 

from the Roman and Byzantine Periods.” 

With: ROSEN, B. 

http://www.asor.org/anetoday/2020/06/pictures-of-restraint 

 

CORNERSTONE 5: MAGAZINE FOR ANCIENT AND 

HERITAGE SITES  

“A Possible Alchemist Apparatus from the Early Islamic 

Period Excavated at Ramla.” 

With: ROSEN, B. 

Arabic; with English summary p. IX 
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CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS DE HISTORIA  
DEL ANTIGUO ORIENTE 

 
 
LIBRARIES AND ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS 

IN THE FIELD OF ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN STUDIES 

BUENOS AIRES 
 
 

IMHICIHU (Instituto Multidisciplinario de Historia y 

Ciencias Humanas / Unidad de Investigaciones 

sobre el Cercano Oriente Antiguo - Consejo 

Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas) 

 
http://www.imhicihu-conicet.gov.ar/  

 
E-mail: imhicihu@conicet.gov.ar Address: Saavedra 15, 

Buenos Aires Tel.: (54-11) 4953-8548 / 2042 

 

CEHAO (Centro de Estudios de Historia del Antiguo 
Oriente) 

 
http://www.uca.edu.ar/cehao/  

 
E-mail: cehao@uca.edu.ar 

Address: Av. Alicia Moreau de Justo 1500, Buenos Aires 

Tel: (54-11) 4349-0200 (int. 1189) 

 

UCA Library 

 
Online Library Catalog: http://anima.uca.edu.ar/  
Digital Library: 

http://bibliotecadigital.uca.edu.ar/greenstone/cgi-
bin/library.cgi  

 
E-mail: bibliot@uca.edu.ar 

Address: Av. Alicia Moreau de Justo 1300, Buenos Aires 

Tel.: (54-11) 4349-0421 

Fax: (54-11) 4338-0695 

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 08:00 to 17:00 

 

IHAO (Instituto de Historia Antigua Oriental “Dr. 

Abraham Rosenvasser,” University of Buenos 

Aires) 

 
http://www.filo.uba.ar/contenidos/investigacion/instituto

s/antoriental/index.htm  

 
E-mail: ihao@filo.uba.ar 

Address: 25 de Mayo 217, Buenos Aires 

Tel.: (54-11) 4334-7512 / 4342-5922 / 4343-1196 (int. 
107) 

Fax: (54-11) 4343-2733 

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 15:00 to 19:00. 

Academia Argentina de Letras, Donación Dr. 

Abraham Rosenvasser - Library 

 
Online Library Catalog: 

http://letras.edu.ar/wwwisis/inicio/form.htm  

 
E-mail: biblioteca@aal.edu.ar 

Address: Sánchez de Bustamante 2663, Buenos Aires Tel.: 

(54-11) 4802-3814 / 2408 / 7509 (int. 216 / 218) 

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 13.15 to 18.30 

 

National University of La Plata Library (Biblioteca de 

Humanidades) 

http://www.bibhuma.fahce.unlp.edu.ar/  
Online Library Catalog: 
http://www.bibhuma.fahce.unlp.edu.ar/catalogos/cat_ba
sica.php  

 
E-mail: bibhuma@fahce.unlp.edu.ar 

Address: Calle 48 entre 6 y 7, 1º subsuelo, La Plata Tel.: 

423-5745 

Fax: 423-5745 

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 08:00 to 19:00 

 

Seminario Rabínico “Marshal T. Meyer” - Library 

http://www.seminariorabinico.org/  

E-mail: biblioteca@seminariorabinico.org.ar Address: José 

Hernandez 1750, Buenos Aires Tel.: (54-11) 4783-2009 / 

4783-6175 

Fax: (54-11) 4781-4056 

Opening hours: Monday to Thursday, 14:00 to 21:00 
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